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PREFACE. 





‘In the station of Purneah, Behar, India, where -I was born 
‘and have resided officially, there has always been an European 
Roman Catholic population, which formerly consisted only of a 
few heads of families, but having been blessed with many chil- 
dren, their descendants, with later arrivals, now compose almost 
half the residents—the census of 1891 gave 114 Romanists to'1 33 
Protestants, including wives and children, for the whole District. 


Unfortunately through priestly and family influences, favor- 
ed in a manner by the non-residence for long intervals of a 
Protestant Minister, they have made perverts of some of the 
Protestant Community, which gave rise to much discord and on 
various occasions to bitter controversial disputes on religious 
topics, till one day, the 14th June 1890 I was also favored with a 
_ Tract entitled “(Can both Churches be true”. Its perusal surprised 
me with its weak and stereotyped arguments on the antiquity, 
unity, and infallibility of the Roman Church. I felt {could say a 
‘eal that would upset the vanity of these theories by taking a 
higher level of discourse, namely, which Church possessed true 
Christianity, and was thus led on to the writing of the follow- 
ing short dissertations on the 5 fundamental errors, otherwise 
Heresies, of the Church of Rome. 


I have drawn my arguments from the Bible, from Palmer's 
' “ Ecclesiastical History”, from Hislop’s “Two Babylons”, from 
Littledale, Chiniquy, and other sources. 


The intention of so doing has been to arrest, if possible, the 
perversion of fellow Protestants who seem led away by the 
sophistries of priests, from ignorance of the Bible, and of what 
they are doing, and from carelessly believing one form of reli- 
gion is as good as the other without dwelling upon the merits- 
or demerits of either persuasion—and a great deal of subse 
quent perversion can be traced to the folly of Protestant parents 
ia sending their children for education to Roman Catholic 
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Schools and Convents in India, where early impressions are im- 
bibed—women are proverbially the greatest missionaries of the 
Pope, the fascination and kindness of Nuns and Sisters of 
Charity being often indelibly retained on the memory of girls 
they have taught—the wicked belief of gaining heaven by person- 
al merit being responsible for their perpetual interference, 
with Protestants. 


And to all such persons I would appeal, that after the peru- 
sal of what has been here stated, if they have in any way be- 
come shaken in mind, or convinced of their error, or have 
even some doubts about what they now see and are taught to 
believe, that they may have the courage and the honesty, in the 
sight of God, to repent and retura to their first Love, and drop 
the worship and adoration of Paméasileia ‘‘ The Queen of the 
Universe,” the great Heresy of the Century, in any form whether 
ancient or modern, and act only by the teaching of our Lord’s 
trustworthy Disciples and cease from the iniquity of interpreting 
Holy Scripture by “ Tradition”, or according to the ‘ unani- 
mous consent of the Holy Fathers”, which becomes an anomaly 
and a contradiction, when they are not unanimous. 


And further, the motive for writing has’been the innate de- 
sire which all possess, to rectify and put down error, as well as 
arrogance and evil, arising from the conceit of presumed 
superiority. 

It should however be borne in mind that there is nothing 
here personally intended, the system only is attacked, individual- 
ly Romanists may be as good and amiable as the rest of the 
world, it is only their Religion which has become so faulty from 
the additions and alterations made to it, which are not sound 
doctrine, and opposed to reason and common sense—those born 
and bred in the Roman Faith are to be pitied, as they cannot be 
expected to know better and may not be able, or disposed to 
find out the Truth for themselves, but the same degree of excuse 
cannot be made for perverts, for whose sake so much has been 
here written, strengthened by many Scripturat proofs and quota- 
tions 
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Ritualism is blamed and held to be the stepping stone of 
perversion, because so many lovers of Novelty, Music, and Show 
fall away—for ritualism when carried too far becomes the begin- 
ning of a change of form to a’ change of belief, besides there are 
many led over the precipice from weak motives of family 
connection, or their convenience, or pleasure, or it may be 
delusion, rather than from sound conviction. * 


That some check may be given to perversion by the perusal 
of this book, imperfect as it is, and with it, to the growth of the 
great Heresy, is the hearty wish of 


THE AUTHOR, 


* And what is Protestantism ? What are its doctrines and belief that it should 
be so hated and denounced ? a church becomes worthy not from its name but from 
its tenets ? Does it not embrace the ancient creed of Christianity as founded by 
the apod#ies ? Can any of the forms of belief or ceremonies of the Church of 
England be singled out as wrong, or opposed to Scripture ? And if in the 16 Cen- 
tury it arose and rejected all dogmas not traceable in the Bible, or taught by the 
Gisciples of Christ, as spurious doctrines, did it ert in the sight of God P Was 
Josiah wrong in his efforts to roform ani restore the true worship of God ? (If 
kings XXII 13) ‘‘were the Fows more vicious than the Popes had heen?” If Protes. 
tantism be a wicked schism why docs it prosper ? But if on the contrary it stands 
asa living reproach upon Romanism & condemns its idolatries and errors, then the 
hatred of Romanists reffables the hatred of the Jews against Christ in their 
Persecutions against Him, by which they fulfilled Scripture and condemned them- 
selves to a perpetnal overthrow and universal contempt amongst nations, Why 
does Romanism hate the Truth and the Light aud exhibit its arrogance and spite 
after the manner of the Jews? Is it because its deeds are evil that it eannot bear 
the light ? Does it not perceive a partial Judgment upon itself has already taken 
place in its careor in being shorn of its worldy powet and greatnesa which it once 
possessed and had abused ? Doeg the Bible speak of the kingdom of Chriat as a 
worldly kingdom? Why is Romanism ashamed of its present Subordinate position 
asa teacher of Religion and Morality Why does it still aspire to rule and seek for 
temporal power ? Are not all who desire to know Christ tanght to neck Him in 
humility and love in order to find Him ? then why does Romanism cruelly perse- 
cute to maintain its hold and existence and so much craft and subtil ty needed in 
its defence ? and being everywhere wrong in its main doctrines has it nota doom, 
a punishment awaiting its close and consummation? let the word of God be read 
and studied to ecttle that point and the advice of the Prophet Isaiah (J, 16, 17) 
‘S Cease to de evil learn to do well” be followed more closely, 





THE EUCHARIST. 


In order correctly to understand our Lord’s words regarding 
the eating of His flesh, and the drinking of His blood, according 
to the reason God has given us whereby we are “rightly to 
divide the word of truth” (2 Tim II. 15) and avoid falling into 
error, it is necessary to begin with the narrative given in the VI 
Chapter of the Gospel of St. John where these solemn mys- 
tcries are first mentioned. 

“ After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, and 
a great multitude followed Him,” because they saw the miracles 
which He did on them that were diseased. 


And Jesus went up into a Mountain and there He sat with 
His disciples, and when He lifted up His eyes and saw a great 
multitude come unto Him, He said unto Phillip “‘ Whence shall 
we buy bread that these may eat ?” 


And then followed the feeding of the multitude by the dis- 
tribution of § barley loaves and 2 fishes amongst 5000 people, 
and the wonderful gathering up of fragments which filled 12 bas- 
kets, and which evoked the exclamation “ This is of a truth that 
Prophet that should come into the world’—a deed whereby 
Christ openly proclaimed Himself A Saviour. 


After these things, Jesus departed alone into a mountain 
and separated Himself trom His disciples, to pray for His sheep 
which had no shepherd, and the diciples being alone as soon as 
it was dark, took boat for Capernaum and were followed by Jesus 
who overtook them walking on the sea. 

On the morrow the multitude, finding neither Jesus nor His 
disciples, returned also to Capernaum seeking for Jesus, and 
when they had found Him they were surprised at His departure 
without their knowledge, but Jesus rebuked their curiosity as He 
perceived ‘‘they had come only because they had eaten of His 
loaves and were filled” by warning them “Labor not for the 
meat which perisheth but for that meat which endureth unto 
” everlasting life which the Son of man shall give unto you.” 
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The Jews then asked Him “ What shall we do that we might 
work the works of God” ?—Jesus said “ This is the work of God 
that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent”——here observe the 
Doctrine taught, that our highest effort and ambition in life, 
irrespective of, and above all other duties, is to. search ‘and 


acquire knowledge and faith in Jesus Christ, as the Spiritual food 
of the souls of men. 


They said therefore unto Him what sign shewest thou then 
that we may see and believe thee 2. What dost thou work ? Our 
Fathers did eat Manna in the desert, as it is written, “He gave 
them bread from heaven to eat.” 


Then followed this important oration, Verily verily I say 
unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven but my 
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven, for the bread: of 
God is He that cometh down from heaven and giveth life unto the 
world”—then said they unto Him “ Lord evermore give us this 
bread” And Jesussaid unto them. “I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE 
he that cometh unto me shall never hunger and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst’’——here observe again, that Jesus descri- 
bes Himself as the BREAD OF GOD, the true Manna, which par- 
taken of in an earnest and spiritual sense will quench hunger and 
thirst, that is, all undue care and anxiety about worldly living, and’ 
will direct and lead our thoughts to Heaven and Eternal life as 
else-where expressed ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you 
(Mat. VI. 33.) 


At this, the Jews murmured because He said He was the 
bread that came down from Heaven.—Is not ‘this Jesus son of 
Joseph whose father and mother we know? how is it then that 
He saith ‘‘I came down from Heaven.” 


And after further reasoning with them Jesus again solemn- 
ly assured them saying “Verily verily I say unto you he 
that believeth on me hath everlasting life, 1 AM THAT BREAD 
OF LIFE, your fathers did eat Manna in the wilderness and are 
dead, this is the bread that cometh down from Heaven that a man 
may eat thereof and not die, 1 AM THE LIVING BREAD that 7 
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came down from Heaven if a man eat of this bread he shall live 
for ever and the BREAD that I will give is my FLESH which I 
will give for the life of the world” (bread and flesh being here 
made synonymous terms.) 

“The Jews therefore strove amongst themselves saying ‘“‘ How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat ?” then Jesussaid unto them 
“Verily verily I say unto you, except ye eat the flesh of the son 
of man and drink his blood ye have no life in you, whoso eateth 
my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day for my flesh is meat indeed and my blood 
is drink indeed, he that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood 
dwelleth in me and | in him, as the living Father hath sent me 
and I live by the Father, so he that eateth me even he shall live by 
me, this is that bread that came down from Heaven not as your 
fathers did eat Manna and are dead, he that eateth of this bread 
shall live for ever” ——herein is veiled the first public announce- 
ment of the great atonement of Christ, in giving Himself for the 
life of the -world, and His flesh, as bread, for men to eat and His 
blood to drink, in allusion to the bread and wine, commemora- 
tive of that atonement, which He afterwards instituted on the 
night of the Crucifixion, to betoken our earnest and close fellow- 
ship with Him. 

Many therefore of His disciples when they heard this said 
‘this is a hard saying who can hear it ?”” When Jesus perceived 
in Himself that His disciples murmured at it He said into them 
“Doth this offend you * * * * It is the spirit that quicken- 
eth, the flesh profiteth nothing, the words that I speak unto 
you THEY ARE SPIRIT AND THEY ARE LIFE but there 
are some of you that believe not.” 


Now it is plain from the above discourse that when our 
Lord called himself “the bread of life’ He spoke figuratively of 
the eating of His flesh as bread, the living bread which He should 
give for the life and redemption of the world. 


Qbserve the error of the Jews in their mistaking His 
language for cannibalism and in their hatred and unbelief going 
“away and walking no more with Him, they understood not the 
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spiritual sense of the words but took them literally, had the 
literal sense been the correct one (which Romanists choose to 
adopt) Christ. would not have denounced the Jews, but they erred 
in going away with a wrong impression of His words and never 
seeking for their higher meaning—the disciples even were ‘led 
away by their conduct and murmured at the difficulty of com- 
prehending how they could eat human ficsh, till our Lord, as wag 
usual with Him, explained to them His words were spirit and 
life, that the flesh, in the sense in which they took it, profited 
nothing, so they perceived His words bore a hidden meaning 
though not then fully grasped by them, for ‘‘ they understood 
not that He should die and rise again” (Mark IX. 32) But when 
on the night of the Crucifixion bread and wine were given to 
them, to REPRESENT His body and blood, then they knew how 
He could give them His flesh to eat, te REMEMBER ’as he told 
them His great sacrifice (Luke XXII-1g. 20. 1 Corth XI-24. 25.,) 


And it was in this sense that Christians for 5 centuries had 
kept up the memorial of Christ’s death, till in A. D. 600 after 
the irruptions of Barbarians had begun, and during the Dark 
Ages, there arose a perverted form of observance started by 
Paschasius Radbert, a French monk, and which crept into . the. 
Church, for the Devil, the enemy of man is ever ready to’ spoil 
and subvert the truth. 


The words of our Lord “ This is my body” were taken lite- 
rally, and the ceremony was altered from a memorial “into an 
actual sacrificing -of Christ—the priest assumed the power of 
teansforming bread into Christ’s body, that is, of changing a 
wafer into a God, and of carrying God about with him and of 
holding Him up for all around to see and fall down before Him 
after a very superstitious and idolatrous manner though all the 
while the priest only exhibited a wafer ! 


This idea, as it spread, was as repugnant to the common 
sense of true Christians of those days, as the other perverse 
notion of cannibalism had been to. the disbelieving Jews on jts™ 
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first announcement, “for the meaning and sense of the cere- 
mony was upset, and the nature of a.Sacrament overthrown, 
and it no longer remained an outward and_ visible sign of an in- 
ward and spiritual grace, to be received by faith” but it partook 
of the nature and character of Magic, favored by the gross igno- 
rance and heathenism of that period—it pretended to evoke, or 
conjure up Christ, whenever desirable by the incantation as it 
were of a certain formula of words—it gave power to a priest 
over the Deity in a wicked, mysterious, and unaccountable man- 
ner, similar to the evocation of Samuel by the witch of Endor 
by an evil art which no one can understand, but still with this 
great and important difference that the evocation of Samuel was 
a reality, whereas this is wholly an imaginary, delusive, and 
sinful act, for God cannot be produced by the voice, nor made by 
the hand, of man, and finally, it gave greater authority and im- 
portance to a priest before the eyes of the people with all its 
pernicious consequences. 


But this folly and departure from the truth was soon challen- 
ged by faithful men in every direction as history shews, and 
amongst them Elfric‘of Canterbury i in the roth Century composed 
a Homily, which for conciseness and force of truthful demonstra- 
tion cannot now be surpassed—he said “the Eucharist is by nature 
corruptible bread and wine, but by the Divine word is truly the 
body and blood of Christ, net corporeally but spiritually, there 
being much difference in that body in which Christ, died with 
flesh, bone, and blood, and of that composed in the Eucharist 
which being without blood or bone, without member or soul, the 
partaking if it could only be understood in a Spiritual sense”’— 
No words could be sounder or more convincingly expressed, but 
the Romish Church on its recovery from the yoke of Heathendom, 
and the rise and progress of Learning, omitted te reform this 
glaring error which it had contracted ona vital doctrine but 
gradually went wider out of its right course by denying even the 
cup to the laity and thus further maimed the ceremony instituted 

. by Christ of participation in His Hely mysteries, and after that 
tc excuse and extenuate its error the Church invented the casuis- 
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tric doctrine of Concomitance “ of the blood being contained 
in the flesh,” which was.sufficient !—a whole Christ! 


The alleged excuse for refusing the wine was the fear of 
spilling it—a paltry reason—the real fear in those days wag the 
sin of irreverence, or drunkenness, added to the inconvenience 
of carrying the wine about, but, whatever the reason, the alter 
ation of Christ’s ordinance was a sacrilegious act (Deut IV. 2. 
XI. 32) for He must have foreknown all the consequences of His 
own institution, and did not intend us to be so superstitious and 
exacting on a trivial point, for when He brake and gave the 
bread to each of His disciples with his own hand, there was no 
count kept of the crumbs that fell—it was reckoned ac as 
it should be now, an accident beneath notice. 


There were 3 Popes who strongly condemned . the innova- 
tion of Half communion when it was-first started by the priests, 
for they started all the innovations that exist. ‘ Pope Leo the 
Great declared that abstinence from the chalice was a Manichean 
heresy” “Pope Gelasius I. enjoined that the division of one and 
the same mystery cannot take place without great sacrilege 
and “ Pope Urban II at the Council of @lermont A. D. 1095, 
over which he presided, ruled in its 28th Canon “that no one 
shall communicate at the altar without he receive the body and 
blood “ separately and alike’”’—it was in this way that all errors 
when they first cropped up were strenuously resisted, yet in 1415, 
the Council of Constance enjoined Half communion, because 
by that time it had grown to be a custom, and later on the 
council of Trent A.D. 1547 confirmed it, arrogantly assuming 
“that the church had the right to change, what it called, DETAILS 
in its administration, and custom was law’’ and thus it has come 
to pass that the word of God has been made of none effect 
through Roman custom and tradition, in the matter of this divine 
ceremonial, as Christ had truly said of the Jews. “‘ full well ye 
reject the commandmant of God that ye may keep fyour own 
tradition” Mark VIl.9 ' % 


Our Lord often employed the metaphor of eating meat, 
to denote zeal in duty, as when He told His disciples “1 hate 
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meat, toeat that ye know not of,” and again, my meat is 
todo the will of God and finish His work (John. IV. 34) 
and so, in chapter VI, He spoke of bread as His flesh and com- 
mended the eating of Himself, for said He, “he that eateth me 
even he shall live by me” as betokening zeal in following His 
steps, ‘to hunger and thirst after righteousness,” (Mat V. 6) and 
entirely to be understood under a spiritual signification—and 
when Christ afterward symbolised the eating of His flesh and the 
drinking of His blood, under the form of bread and wine, He did 
so for ever to keep in memory a signal deliverance, to be: re- 
ceived in the heart by faith and thanks giving, for as bread. and 
wine as typical human food, were necessary for the body to keep 
it alive and strengthen it for the discharge of its secular duties, 
so the remembrance of Christ’s great atonement for our sins and 
our rescue from Eternal Death, would constrain and: fluence. 
the mind, for the grateful display of Love to Christ, by’ promio> 
ting zeal and devotion in our spiritual duties—herein lay the 
purport’and benefit of the institution of the Eucharist, a beautiful 
and simple ceremony, commanding the exercise of our faith, 
thanksgiving, and love, that by partaking of His Divine- natere, 
through faith in His blood (Rom II-25) we would promote our. 
own growth in grace and godliness because we thereby have peace 
and comfort in communion with God and our spirits rise with 
enthusiasm to labor and do something for His cause, ‘as‘St; John 
explains it, “ We Love Him, because He first loved us” (I John 
IV-19)the remembrance of His love working in us both to will and 
to do of His good pleasure (Phil Il-13)—wherefore as Christ has 
taught us “ flesh” and “ bread’ to be synonymous terms (verse 
51) of one and the same spiritual significance, when partaking ot 
the Eucharist we there, in thankful and grateful remembrance of 
His death once offered, spiritually eat by faith His. flesh or body 
as “the bread of God that came down from Héaven,” or “as the 
meat that endureth into everlasting life which the Son of man 
should give us”—these were His own similes to signify the 
necessity and value of our close spiritual communion with Him, - 
4‘ of dwelling in Him and He in us by the SPIRIT He hath given 
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its, (1 John Il-24) and not superstitiously by the bread and the 
wine in our stomachs which come to nought (Mat. XV-17.} 


But the Roman Church does not come up to this level, it 
performs a different ceremony in a different sense, it takes what 
it likes to call the correct grammatical rendering of Christ's 
words, and at once it falls into a dilemma—for having assumed the 
wafer to have. become animated with life, for unless alive it cane 
nat become sacrificed, as Christ in very person come down from 
Heaven—a thing so foolishly absurd and opposed to sight, sense, 
and imagination, it goes through the vain idea of a sacrifice— 
thereby confirming the truth of the adage “ one lie makes many’’— 
to presume to offer Christ in sacrifice as a real victim to God is 
itself an act ef sin and beyond human power, as putting the hand 
forward upon Holy things as Uzza had done, (1 Chron. XTII 
9:10.) however, as the Roman doctrine of transubstantiation is a 
mere-make believe thing, God’s a anger and pity is more exercised 
than His vengeance at the sight of the folly that is perpetrated— 
it was an act of self sacrifice voluntarily done by Christ and 
which He only could do in His divine person, having been pre- 
determined in the Counsels of God from the Beginning—once 
it was done and cannot be imitated, ar ‘repeated, and for an 
Priest to pretend to do so with a wafer, or with any thing efse, 
is to travestry it, so that the Roman ritual of the Eucharist is 
wrong in every way, and fails to carry cut Christ’s institution— 
it was a device of the priests consequent upon the mistake of a 
literal interpretation and it ends, of course, with the sinful, irrational 
and .idalatrous.act. of bowing down, “and. worshipping, .@ 
wafer !—it wrongly and. continually pretends.to. enact anew the 
crucifixion of Christ, an event of tragic sorrow whereas: the receiv- 
ing, af. the bread and wine as symbols of divine love, should 
warm.and comfort ‘the heart with peace and hope, in contempla- 
tion of an act of redeeming grace once endured for our sakes— 
obsérve the happy and consoling language of St. Paul in refer 
ence to this subject(X Hebrews 19-24) “having therefore brethren 
boldaess to- enter into the Holiest by-the blood of Jesus, by “ 
a new and living way which he hath consecrated for us, through ° 
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His flesh, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, let us hold fast the profession of our faith without waver- 
ing, let us provoke one another unto love and good works * * 
* * for unto them that look for Him shall He appear a second 
tinte without sin unto salvation—” the ingredient of our joy and 
acceptance being faith. 


And next, take note of the arguments used by Romanists 
that when they kneel and bow down in prayer before 
the sculptured image of Christ crucified, an inanimate thing, 
they are not guilty of idolatry, as they say, they-de not’ worship 
the image or crucifix but only the Person signified thereby, 
(which excuse is still made by intelligent Hindoos with regard 
to their [dols and was made before by Pagans in the time of 
Augustine) but wher they ‘kneel and bow themselves down before 
the wafer inthe Eucharist, also an inanimate thing and devoid 
altogether of any resemblance to Him, that they worship Christ 
Himself as the Person imaged or signified thereby and give two 
different methods of interpretation to the same mode of worship— 
in words, they stoutly. deny the sia of idolatry, but in actions they 
_ commit it, and do not perceive they are a living contradiction te 
themselves, for the image exists in both ceremonies in one, it is 
discarded, in the other embraced. 


And this leads, finally, to another phase of it, that’ when 
Romanists kneel and cross themselves, or lle prostrate before 
Images, Pictures, Relics, and Shrines in’streets and churches, 
are they not guilty of the breach of the 2nd Commandment, in 
bowing down and worshipping objects made to represent animate 
and inanimate things, which are either in Heaven above or in ‘the 
earth beneath, and regarding which God has declared:.He will 
visit the sins of the fathers upon their children, and them that 
hate Him? (Deut IV 23-24 and V-9) and when jod has so expregs- 
ly declared His HATRED in being worshipped through a token 
or sign, (Dent XVI-22) is it not a grievens sin for the Romish 
Church to tamper with, and alter, the proper commemorative 
form of Christs institution, by inventing a Wafer, with the figure 
" ofa lamb impressed thereon, and falling down and worshipping 
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the Wafer, or Image, as the very body, ‘soul, and divinity of Jesus 
Christ ? anda still more heinous sin to eliminate the’ Second 
Command altogether, because obnoxious to their favourite ‘‘ bow- 
ing down” form of devotion, and making up for it by dividing 
the last commandment into two, thereby betraying a guilty con- 
sciencc in trying to hide it ? 


Furthermore, is it not an unnatural, unscriptural, and sinful 
act to deceive and delude mankind by teaching a thing to be 
which it is not to ocular demonstration, as to a wafer being a 
God? for God Himself does not so deal with weak and erring 
men, who are prone to iniquity in a way which would force them 
into idolatry like this, but on the contrary He strongly and 
effectively ridicules it (Isaiah XLIV-15-19) and adds. ‘“ Woe 
unto him that striveth with his Maker’! (XLV-g). 


Moreover our Lord, being the embodiment-of ‘Prith and 
Divinity, could not have spoken words which were untrue as 
when He concluded by saying “He that eateth of this bread shall 
five for eyer,” do all who partake of the Roman Eucharist live 
for ever ? if not, then the literal sense throughout is incorrect, 
and it must mean an earnest and spiritual following of Christ, 
‘through faith, to gain the reward of “Eternal Life” and nothing 
to do with carnality, superstition or idolatry, as Christ Pimadtt 
explained to His disciples ‘the flesh profiteth nothing” but alas) 
the deluded Romanist holds the fleshly idea as everything and 
the wafer as a real God! : 


Our Lord’s discourse in the VIth chapter, as above shewn, 
carried throughout a spiritual or veiled signification, so that a. 
different literal meaning cannot be placed on the. latter portion 
of that discourse, and this consideration of itself, should suffice 
to convince the Romish Church of its error, and if that be impossi- 
ble from its vau. ted belief in its own infallibility still there, 
may be those, who, under God’s grace, may profit by what.as 
been here shown, and may perceive the truth, and may ponder 
over the subject to their souls benefit and escape froma church 
which has a doom before it as ‘‘the hugest apostacy upon 
earth” (2 Thess II 3 to 12). 
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Note. I—In the expression “this is my body " the word “is” mean& 
“ yepresenta,” as to be seen in BxodusXII—I11. and VIII-19, and in several other 
places in scripture ag when Christ said “Iam the door,’ “Iam the good 
shepherd,” ‘Iam the vine, ye are the branches ”— it also means ‘‘ ought to be”? 
in Hebrews XITI—4—“ causeth, deserveth ” in Romans VIII—6 also “ leads, or 
brings into” Romans VI-23 and VI1-7-s0 that there is no sense in adhering to the 
grammatical rendering of this verb in the Eucharist when it tends to idolatry and 
is so palpablywrong and foolish, for as Christ had not undergone crucifixion when 
He spoke those words in the giving of the bread, he could not have meant the 
ceremony which their Charch hasadopted, but as.a aimp'c parting request to His dis 
ciples, to remember His great sacrifice every time they partook of bread aud wine 
(as representing His body and blood}, to do it with faith and thanksgiving for 
their spiritual consolation after His departure, and thereby to recollect what great 
things He had done for them—indeed, such was the consoling power of His spirit 
upon their hearts, that, on the saddest of all occasions when He parted from 
their sight for ever on Mount Olivet they returned to Jerusalem with great joy 
and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God” Luke XXIV-53, 
68) The whole mistake lies in the Church adopting the ignorant opinion of 
monk in ignorant times ; from its want of courage to act up to ita.own -conyié« 
tions and rectify its error, by a return to the true worship of God in the preset: 
days of enlightenment and better knowledge of language, and if it refuses to do 
80, it must bear the stigma of Apostasy which it has earned and well deservea 
for its disobedience or as St, Paul expresses it “ because they RECKIVEDNOT THE 
Love of Tax TRUTH that they might be saved.” 


Note 2—The expression “ to eat” in eastern language, as in that of India 
is applied in various ways beyond the mero eating of food with the teeth, and 
meana “ to possess,” “ to enjoy’, “ experience’ ‘“ or use wastefully”’, ag when for 
example, it is said “ having eaten a fall he obtained its flavor (patkan kheya, 
mazza paiya) implying “ having experienced misfortune he learnt its nature,” 
algo, “ the son had eaten up his patrimony’ i.¢., had wastefully used it, and so 
forth, 


Therefore when our Lord employed the oriental metapher of eating His fiesh 
as @ method of reaching Heaven, he meant a far different and higher idea than 
that of our chewing His body, which would be very ridiculous, viz., that by 
possesing, enjoying, or experiencing His grace in our hearts by faith and holy 
liviog a would gain that reward for said He “he that eateth me even he_shall live 
by me.” And so before His departure He devised a simple way of eating His flesh 
when absent, in the form of bread and wine, to remember the great work He had 
finished, but His hearers (in Chap. Vy being wordly mindéd, failed to catch the 
spirituality of His words. On another occasion our Lord used the metaphor of 

a eating” ina different sense, as when He denounced the scribes for devoui 
widow’ 8 houses, that is “ for oppressing” or “ impoverishing” them (Mark a 
#0 when we speak of having partaken of Christ, we mean ouly of His holy nature 

. in our bearts by faith thereby exhibiting in the plenitude of its error, the absurd 
devtrine of transubtantiation, : 
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Note 8,—Father Chinigny in hia Pamphlet on “ Papal Idolatry” has paras 
phrased the words of the Prophet Isaiah in {Chapter XLIV verses 9.to 20, and 
shewn in parallel columns what Isaiah says of the iniquity of the Israclites in 
making and worshipping an idol of wood, and how applicable the process is to 
the Pope and his Priests in their making and worshipping an idol of flour-— 
the wit and the force of the exposition is so good that it can lose nothiig by 


repetition here, I give only the last verses for want of space. 


Tsatah, 


Then shall it be for aman 
to burn, for he will take there- 
of and warm himself ; yea, he 
kindleth it and baketh his 
bread ; yea, he maketh a god 
and worshippeth it, he maketh 
it a graven image and falleth 
down there to. He burneth part 
thereof in the fire, with part 
thereof he eateth flesh, he roas- 
teth roast and is satisfied, yea, 
he warmeth himself and saith, 
* Aha lam warm I have seen 
the fire.”’ 

And the residue thereot he 
maketh a God even his graven 
image he falleth down into it 
and prayeth into it and saith 
“ Deliver me for thou art my 
God,” 

And none considereth in his 
heart neither is there know- 
ledge nor understanding to say 
I have burned part of it in the 
fire, yea also 1 have baked 
bread on the coals thereof, I 
have roasted flesh and eaten it. 
and., shall I make the residue 
thereof an abomination, shall I 
fall down to the stock of a 
tree ! 


The Pope and his party. 


The Pope and the Priests 
take a part of the flour and 
make fine loaves of bread and 
sweet cakes and the other part 
of the flouris baked into wa- 
fers, on which there are graven 
images, and they call it God 
which they worship and fall 
down thereto. The Pope and 
the Priests with part of the 
fine flour make pastry and eat 
it and are satisfied and say, 
“aha, we are satisfied, we have 
eaten well,” 

And the residue thereof they 
make a God, even with an 
engraven image, they fall dowt 
unto it and pray “ Deliver us 
for thou art our God.” 

And none of the Popes or 
Priests have any knowledge or 
understanding to say I have 
baked part of that dough to 
make a loaf of bread on the 
fire, yea, 1 have baked pastry 
with part thereof and eaten it, 
shall [ make the residue there- 
of an abomination shall I fall 
down before a wafer ? . 


The reader can judge from the above how truly sinful-is the 
worship of the wafer and how wholly erroneous the doctrine of | 
transubstantiation which leads to that idolatry. 


THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 
(tts tmposstbtlity) 





“Nestorius declaimed against the title of “ Mother of God’ 
being given to the Virgin Mary (A.D. 420)—this title was at 
first given by devout Christians out of mere reverence for her 
blessed memory, and had no further significance, but it became 
the first step towards very reprehensible courses, and the germ 
of the present great heresy—in like manner the custom of the 
pious Fathers, of holding up in their orations the virtuous lives 
of those who had suffered persecutionand martyrdom for Christ’s 
sake, as examples for the imitation of all good men, led to actual 
prayers being said to them and their relics being adored, and 
pilgrimages made to their shrines, as was also done to the scenes 
of our Lord’s life and sufferings in Palestine—again the use of 
pictures and sculptures of our Saviour intended for the infor- 
mation of the ignorant and to excite pious feelings, became in 
time themselves the objects of superstitious veneration. 

“ The strong faith of the early Christians from contact with 
barbarism, superstition and imposture began to lose its force of 
character, and to degenerate into credulity—ignorance and bar- 
barism overspread the ancient civilization of Rome, and a per- 
petual state of warfare and dissension in Europe, led the human 
mind, wearied and exhausted, to repose more implicitly upon the 
leading of the Church, the only repository of learning and 
religious authority, monasteries though touched with the pre. 
vailing impurity, still contained many good and pious men by 
whom the lamp of Christ was kept alight, and the scriptures 
were read and the solemn offices of the Church performed still 
it was but natural to expect from the abounding iniquity and 
demoralising influences around, that error and credulity should 
in course of time creep even into the Church, especially during 
§ centuries of Pagan Rule, whereby the good motives of the early 
Christians became tinged with superstition—for we find in the 
toth. Century a distinct office was prepared for the Virgin, and 
‘the monks.added to their solemn devotions an office for the dead—~ 


20. 


that in the 13th Century Dominic invented the Rosary, to en- 
force the habit and regularity of prayers by counting them upon 
a string of beads, by which was taught the superstitious offering 
of many prayers quite regardless of their sincerity,—the eucharist 
then began to be elevated and the people made to venerate it 
by bodily prostration, also the sacrament was given only in one 
kind, together with an excessive invocation of Saints and Matyrs 
and worshipping of Relics and Images’’—all these practices 
slowly paved the way for the great Reformation which God had 
brought about for the cleansing of His Church, and through 
blood, fire, and persecution, the Protestant Churches of Germany 
under Luther (A.D. 1517) followed by England in 1532 under the_. 
leading of Cranmer, arose and worked their way purified and 
free, a Power in Christendom—whilst the Romish Church hostile 
and defeated and embittered by the subsequent loss of its tem- 
poralities, by the rapid suppression and confiscation of its 
wealthy monasteries, was ready, in the. person of the Pope to fly 
from Rome and who eagerly sought the support of the Jesuits 
for the recovery of his waning Power, and by the crafty promul- 
gation of attractivedoctrines, such as the Immaculate Conception 
and Papal Infallibility, to gain zealots to his cause. 


. God, the Creator, the Universal Father, whose nature and 
whose name is Love, is kept far out of sight ‘‘ For God is love 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him” 
(1 John IV-16) “God so loved the world that He sent not His 
son to condemn the world but that the world through Him might 
be saved.” 


‘‘ His Love what deepest thought can reach 
What mortal tongue display, 

Imagination’s utmost stretch 

In wonder, dies away !” 


And God, the Son, who being in the form of God thorght it 
no robbery to be equal with God but made Himself of no- repu- 
tation, and took upon Himself the form of a servant, who went_ 
about doing good and healing all manner of diseases among-4e 


21 


people, who was meek and lowly in heart, who took little 
children in His arms and blessed them, even He, is represented 
asagreatand dreadful God! as personifying “the Justice of 
God”, and difficult of access, whilst the Virgin Mary, His human 
mother, is exalted over Him as the chief mediatrix with God 
through her son, and all petitions to her are believed tobe more 
quickly answered! 

To understand this perplexing position and perceive the 
crafty shifting of Scripture it is necessary to quote their peculiar 
reasoning shewing how the love of God is foreign to the mind 
of every Romanist. : 

“ We must all go to Mary for the favors we want from 
Heaven, we are all rebels and sinners in the sight of God, Jesus 
though’ ‘our’ Saviour ~is-atso-our Judge, infinitely holy and just, 
who hates our sins with perfect hatred, ifwe had loved and 
served Him truly we might go to Him with the hope and 
assurance of pardon, but we have forgotten and offended Him, 
we belong to the crowd of sinners, how can we dare look at 
Him and meet His eyes, must. we not tremble in His presence 
and where is the rebel who does not fear when he is. dragged-te 
the feet of the mighty Prince whom he has offended—no, he looks 
around the throne to see if he can find amongst His great officers 
or friends any influential person through whose intercession he 
can obtain his pardon,-to place his petition in his hands, and who 
goes to the throne to plead for the rebel, and the favor which 
would have been refused to the guilty subject, is granted when 
asked by a faithful friend, a dear sister or beloved mother, this- 
is why our Holy Church through her Infailible supreme Pontiff, 
the Vicar of Christ, Gregory XVI, has told usin the most 
solemn manner, that Mary is the only Hope of sinners, let us 
go then to her to plead our cause let us all suppliantly request 
her to ask pardon for our sins and ste will get it, as Jesus has 
never refused any favor asked Him by His. Mother.” 

This lamentable perversion of the word of God and the 
degradation of the lovable character of Christiaa His readiness 
to hear and to save all to the uttermost—who died for our 
sins and what could He do more than that, (Roman. V-3) is 
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the way the Church of Rome deceives men and teaches her 
dogmas, to hide the enormity of placing the human mother of 
Christ above Him as the chief mediatrix with God! and if 
this point be doubted here is the utterance of a later Pope, 
Pins IX, whose encyclical letter dated 8th December 1864 
thus concludes. “In order that God may accede the more readily 
(mark these words) to our and your prayers let us employ in 
all confidence, as our mediatrix with Him, the Virgin 
Mary, who sits as Queen upon the right hand of her only be- 
gotten son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ina golden vestment clothed 
around with various adornments, there is nothing she cannot ob- 
tain from Him,’ 


Can words be more impious than this mode of extravagant 
adoration of a Human being and what a carnal delineation of 
God’s throne in Heaven, and indignity to His watchful ear ; 
(Isaiah LXV-24.) 

. Our Lord when He ascended into Heaven to be our advo- 
cate, to intercede with God for us, having won such power by 
His great sacrifice, needed not the help of a woman, who during 
His stay on earth, had never ventured to plead for the cure, or 
relief of any fellow sinner, but on the contrary had been twice. 
gently rebuked for obtruding herself on His notice in public, in 
fact on one occasion Jesus went so far as to declare that any one 
who did the will of God was His brother, or sister, or mother 
(Mark I1I-35). He gave no superior position, or pre-eminence, to 
His mother. 


The expectation of the Jews from the earliest times of a: 
Deliverer, was in the plain language of Isaiah thus foretold 
(VIl-14) “ Behold a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son and 
shall call His name Immanuel”—a virgin a—pure and genuine 
woman, not a goddess of immaculate birth who should bring forthy 
a son—and again St. Paul in equally plain language taught the 
Galatians, that “when the fulness of time was come God-sent 
forth His son, made of a woman, made under the law”—there- 
fore the placing of Mary as the ath Divinity i the Hierachy of e 
Heaven as Queen and Chief mediatrix, displacing the adorable 
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and Eternal Trinity, has been a gross addition to the word of 
God, and the belief of Christians, and fully meriting the punish- 
ment mentioned in the 18th Verse of the last chapter of Revela- 
tion. 

‘The Romish Church having begun with calling her “ the 
mother of God”, an extravagant title, next assumed from the con- 
cealment of her burial place that she might be anywhere, and no 
difficulty in assuming her to have gone to Heaven, hesitated not 
to crown her Queen of Heaven and worshipped her with divine 
honors, though it well knew that God had concealed her grave 
for wise reasons, as He had previously done in the case of Moses 
His servant—and in 1854 a Pope was found wilful and wicked 
enough to declare, even her conception was immaculate, utterly 
regardless ot Scriptural authority for such promulgation. 


This heresy was first broached so far back as 1og1, and 
mentioned again in 1153, and after that at various times violent- 
ly disputed, but lay officially unacknowledged for 7 centuries till 
in 1854, to win the very powerful adherence and support 
women, as one of his motives, the Pope gratified them by exalt- 
ing the Virgin. 


From the Athanasian Creed, the points of which were fully 
argued before approval, we are authoritatively taught “ that our 
Lord Jesus Christ the son of God, is God and man. God of the 
substance of His Father begotten before the worlds and man of 
the substance of His mother born in the world. Perfect God, 
and perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsist. 
ing.” 


The repetition of the words gives the desired and full empha- 
sis to the fact that He was a perfect man born of a mother who 
was a perfect woman, asin His Godhead He was perfect and 
wholly God, the quality of both natures being perfect, the mar- 
vellous combination of which the Angels of Heaven desire to 
look into, with wonder and admiration in contemplation of the 
_. mighty stoop made by the Godhead for the Salvation of Man 
” consequently the birth of the virgin Mary was natural, and not 
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‘immaculate, for in that case she must have been born of the 
Holy Ghost to be without sin, therefore, the Immaculate concep- 
tion was an IMPOSSIBILITY, she was not on a footing. with 
Christ, who was the son of God, her mother was Anna and her 
father Joachim and the formal promulgation of this dogma under 
pretence of a sudden revelation from Heaven by Pope Pins. IX. 
on the 8th December 1854, at Rome, in St. Peters Church before 
an assembly of Cardinals and Bishops, was a huge delusion and 
a snare, wilfully and defiantly done, being utterly opposed to 
Holy Scripture, to Logic, and to common sense. 


The admission of the virgin herself after the day of Annun- 
ciation, when at the house of her cousin Elizabeth, in her out burst 
of thanks giving to God “ her heart rejoiced in God her “SAVI- 
OUR?” shewed, she was human, and that faith in her Son’sate e+ 
ment was her Salvation as much as ours (Mat I-21.) 


Three Popes had before forbidden this Dogma tobe re- 
@eived as an article of faith, and for some centurics previously 
the question had been mooted and disputed, and very fiercely so 
between the Dominicans, who opposed, and the Franciscans,who 
favored the idea, much blood was shed and commotion created, 
which led the Sovereigns of Europe to appeal at: variqus..:times... 
to Popes Paul V A D-1605, Gregory XV A.D. 1621, and Alex- 
ander VII-1655 to stop the violent controversies that preyailed 
by some declaration on the point, and the answers they received 
amounted in various words to the fact that the Dogma was not 
revealed by the Holy Secriptures, had never been taught by the 
Apostles or by the Holy Fathers, and had not been believed, or 
preached by the Church of Rome as an article of faith, and all 
they did was to forbid in the severest terms both parties calling 
each other “ heretics”, “ or that it should be believed in order 
to be saved” in other words, they were truc to themselves and 
refused compliance. 


Consequently the burden of folly lies on the head of Pio 
Nino and his evil advisers for its promulgation in 1870, it has 
tended to no genuine religious advantage to the honor or caure 
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of God, or instruction of men, but rather lo the greater perver- 
sion of the truth by encouraging the idolatrous worship of the 
Virgin to its wildest limits and of prayers being addressed to 
her from the lips of thousands, ‘‘ as the only hope of sinners,” hy 
raising her to the position of an intercessor for the sins of men, 
for which she was never qualified by having made an atonement, 
so that the issue of this Dogma, with such very pernicious ten- 
dencies, was a grievous mistake. 


The stories collected by Ligouri, called ‘“ the Glories of 
Mary,” are a mass of the most wondegful occurrences in the way 
of delusion and imposture that could be ever conceived and 
published, and having the evil tendency to ignore the power, 
mercy, and love of God the Father and the Son and to the per- 
petual consideration of our Saviour as an infant in His mother's 
arms, to impose and fix the belief in the minds of the multitude, 
in her continued influence over him—for the Madonna and child 
are ever to be seen in Roman Catholic house holds—the source 
from whence they had been borrowed and copied, is shewn further 
on in Chapter 6, but in order to prove what has been said of her 
idolatrous worship we find, in their Breviary, the following 
words “ Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, for thou alone has destroyed 
all the heresies in the whole world”— just think of the falsehood 
and absurdity of this statement—and in the office of the immacu- 
late conception the prayer, ‘‘ Receive what we offer, give what we 
ask, excuse what we fear, for thou art the only Hope of sinners.” 


St. Ireenus teaches that the Divine word before incarnating 
Hifhself in the womb of the virgin, sent the archangel to obtain 
her consent because He would have the world indebted to Mary 
for the mystery of the incarnation—the compassion and love of 
God towards man, to be the real cause, which the Bible declares 
being here conveniently overlooked. : 


What then was the reason for Pio Nino thus braving 
the Pndignation of the world ? He had fled in fear and anger 
fronf Rome to Gaeta, he was smarting under the loss of the Papal 

“ Estates, with’ their subjects and their revenues, it was a source 
4 
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of increasing sorrow to his mind that stich an evil had avertaken 
the Church, and especially in his days, so he devised a plan to 
attract the attention of the Catholic world to his forlorn position, 
to enlist the sympathy of certain influential classes, by advocat- 
ing tbe pleasing notion of the Immaculate conception, he took 
advantage of his position as Pope to force this dogma into 
acceptance, and it was done, as a desperate manceuvre, to gain 
adherents for his waning power. 7 

But this act fulfilled Scripture (Dan. XI-38) by his adopting 
“a God whom his fathey knew not to honor it with gold and 
silver, with precious stones, and pleasant things” as is done in 
all Roman Churches in the dressing up of ‘ Mary.” 


But more than this, verse 37 says, “neither shall he regard 
the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard “way 
God, for he shall magnify himself above all.” 


And this was begun to be fulfilled when Pio Nino pro- 
claimed, in 1870, his own infallibility asa counterblast, in con- 
sequence of the total deprivation of his estates in that year. 


On the other hand, the dogma of the conception strikes at 
the root of the all sufficiency of Christ’s merits for our forgiveness 
and salvation, and to .the closeness of our relationship to. Him 
by the withdrawal of the Virgin from the class of ordinary huma- 
nity, and thereby attempting to upsct the fact of Christ having 
FULLY taken upon Him our human nature, by imposing Divi- 
nity on Mary. 

Pio Nino in his obstinacy and recklessness thought not of 
the future harm done to his Church, the protests of the Arch? 
bishop of Paris and the learned members of his clergy, and of 
other influcntial bodies of Europe, all were unheeded, as well as 
the tears of pious men who bemoaned theinjury done to their 
cause by the wilful introduction of a doctrine which had not on® 
single word of Bible support, but was even directly opposed to 
the verdict of 3 learned Popes who had stood firm on theif day of 
pressure and trial, and had declined to act against Holy Scrip- 
ture and their own consciences. 
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There is, therefore, a grave question arising out of this pro- 
mulgation, which has to be yet decided before the tribunal of the 
world, what becomes of the alleged ‘infallibility of Pio Nino if he 
can endorse when it suits him, or the moment seems favorable, 
such an illogical, impossibie, and unnecessary dogma, not reveal- 
ed by the Holy Scriptures ? And what must be thought of his 
honesty, when having carried his point after much opposition, 
he had the effrontery to state in the Papal Decree, “ that the 
Church of Rome had always believed in the immaculate concep- 
tion” that he, as the head of the Church should stoop “ after. the 
working of Satan,” to the use of such delusive language, in order 
to restore confidence and persuade his people to believe a lie! 

Honorius “Bishop of Rome was, in the 6th Cecumenical 
Council held at Constantinople A. D, 680, condemned of heresy 
in upholding the teaching of Eutychus, an Abbot of Constanti- 
nople, that ‘‘ after the incarnation there was but one nature or 
will viz, that of the incarnate God’’, being opposed to the doc 
trine previously established by the 4th General Council A. D, 
451, which decreed that in our Lord dwelt two natures, perfect 
and distinct, the Godhead’ and the manhood, without mixture, 
change, or confusion. 

Where is the difference between the sin of Honorius and 
the sin of Pio Nino, when both their opinions are contrary and 
opposed to Scripture, indeed the presumption of one Pope 
ignoring the previous decisions of 3 Popes, wears by far the 
worse complexion, it places the present dogma for that very 
reason, in a quagmire of doubt, and impugns the infallibility of 
all 4 Popes, they had been severally called upon for a declara- 
tion in order to stop bloodshed and civil commotion, but Pio 
Nino on his own responsibility without such pressure, 3 centu- 
ries later, had promulgated it, regardless even of the conditions 
of the 2nd Article of the Creed of Pius IV ! 

If Pio Nino had thus decrced it to satisfy the craving of 
certaén parties in the Church, and from his owu burning desire 
to dosso, is not his conduct far less excusable than that of Hono- 
tius who for the sole plausible object of bringing about, peace 
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and reconciliation had confirmed the Edict of the Emperor.; 
Heraclius in favor of the Eutychians to the compromise of the 
truth? yet such is the inconsistency, or rather open apostacy, of 
the Church that Honorius counts for a Sinner, and Pio Nino for 
a Saint, and none dare brand his name with heresy for vhis 
deviation from the faith! Such an act would have led to a total 
dislocation in any other christian community, for there is nothing 
more intolerable, amongst honest men, than the utterance of an 
unscriptural doctrine, and if people in the Roman Communion 
can swallow falsehood, or try to palliate them, what is there that 
they wo’nt believe if the Pope can only be got to sanction it, 
‘indeed, it may now be safely predicted as Dr. Littledale says 
that the next innovation, a century hence, will be the introduc- 
tion of Mary into the Eucharist! for is she not already honored 
with the Pagan title and distinction of being the Madonna 
‘‘ Mother of the child”’? so the mass is pretty sure, in course of 
time of becoming converted into the worship of the Virgin! so 
much praise and thanks for her graces and privileges have already 
been heaped up in her being styled “the Queen of Heaven, Lady 
and Mistress of the Universe, Daughter of the Eternal Father, and 
most loving Spouse of the Holy Ghost”! so that her elevation 
into conjoint worship with her Son has an open door before it, 
and of course eventually to the loss of all thought of Christ t 
however horrible it may be to contemplate such a catastrophe, 
yet it is but the natural growth of apostacy—for a line deviating 
but one point, or speck, from the centre of a circle away from 
the true direction, will be found on reaching its end, or circum- 
ference, to have gone far distant from the right course—this 
fatal speck was do doubt the bestowment of the title of 
Theotokos ‘ Mother of God”’upan the Virgin (A. D. 420) against 
which Nestorius had protested, which béing only constructively 
plausible was not absolutely true, as she was merely the motheg: 
" of the human nature of our Lord, His God head being distinct 
and separate, still we find this error has expanded now inte the 
belief of her birth being without sin, and nothing can stop “ the 
mystery of iniquity’ working onward till it reaches its final. 
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doom in the apocalypse. Nor is this all—the Roman mind has 
yet according to my own prediction to be carefully taught to be- 
lieve in the expectation of relief on judgment day, when Christ 
will come to determine the destinies of men—the Virgin will be 
prompt in her accustomed place at His right hand to give her 
support for the rescue of her devout worshippers !—for the 
natural outgrowth of her Cult can only cease with the bestowment 
of such favor by a final act of gratitude on her part for so much 
said and done in her name. 


Christ had promised, on His ascension into Heaven, that 
He would ever be with His Church to the end of the world for" 
their Hope, Guidance, and Comfort, and had sent His Holy 
Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, for the awakening of their minds 
yet He had occasion soon after, through His Apostle John, 
solemnly to warn His Seven Churches in Asia Minor of their 
declension from the truth, and to counsel them “to repent and do 
their first works, or else He would remove their candle stick out 
of its place” and “cast them into great tribulation” how was it 
possible, subsequently, when Popesgarrogantly threw off the 
healthy control of Ecumenical Councils, which had been so long 
useful in the suppression of heresies, to keep the Church pure 
in single handed command ?—for it is certain God will forsake 
those who wilfully forsake Him for other mediators (Deut. XXXI 
16—~18) 2 Chron. XV. 2 XXIV-20) and if the argument be used 
that the idea of the Immaculate Conception was now more 
universally acceptable, yet such an argument could not exoner- 
ate the commission of an act not sanctioned by the Bible, as the 
tendency of worldly influence in a church is ever to the growth 
iniquity and sin—and further if it be true “that many of the 
Bishops and Pastors of the Romish Church are fully aware of 
the superstitions that exist, but dare not oppose themselves to 
the mass of prevailing error, fearful, lest by so doing, they might 
seem to acknowledge the necessity of the Reformation and to 
justify the position of Protestants, so that the common principles 
of theeChristian religion and morality have become relaxed. and 
ano effective measures are taken for the removal of scandalsg and 
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abuses, which are never censured or condemned by the Popes” 
—what can be the end of all this great error and laxity but the 
fearful revelation of the spirit of antichrist, whom St.. Paul 
designates as “the man of sin,” “the son of perdition ‘who 
opposeth & exalteth himself above all that is worshipped,’’ whose 
coming is after the working of Satan” with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness because they received not tre Love of the 
truth that they might be saved (2 Thes II-3-10)—but St, John is 
still more explicit upon the definition of antichrist when he says 
“he is antichrist who denieth the Father and the Son,” namely 

those who wrongly put Mary forward ‘as the only Hope of Sinners’ 
who thank her for having destroyed all the Heresies of the world 
and believe in her greater rapidity in answering prayer and in 
their hearts turn aside from the Lord their God and worship and 
adore a creature He has made more than their Creator who 4s 
blessed for evermore-Amen.” (Roman I. 2g.) 





The holy virgin, wha in the ful pess of time, was chosen and favored by God 
to be the mother of His son—-whose spirit at the anaouncement rejoiced with thank- 
fulness in God her Saviour, who in observing the development of His divinity in 
youth, pondered over all his words in her heart, whose love for her son made her 
seek often for his prosence and when others deserted Him in his finwt) agony; ‘eet 
her weeping to the foot of His cross—what must be hor feelings of grief and indig. 
nation could she but be made to know the wickedness perpetrated on the earth in 
her name, how she is made the instrament of her Son’s neglect and degradation by 
His true Worship being gradually supplanted by her own, Why, she would ery her 
heart out if that were possible and what must be the anger of a Holy God:to witness 
auch perversion of his word aad commandments that men should be as iguorant & 
superstitious now in these latter days of progress and enlightment, as they had been 
in the carliest times, that in order to gratify their idolatry they should seek for 
ideas beyond the Bible—can no contemplation of the injury thus done to the 
pure gospel of Christ be made to strike the mind of a papist~can they be all 80 
infatnated & blinded by the Devil that they cannot perceive their error and have 
the courage to drop it. Is Religion the only department where folly and childish- 
ness can be indulged without reason or chock ? Is itso unimportant a business of 
Ife that reformation of evil is immaterial & should be actually avoided, then surely 
Solomon was rightin his observation (Eccles VIL1—II) “Because sentence againat 
an evil work is not execnted speedily therefore the hoart of the sons of luen are 
fally @et in them to do evil.” 
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NOTE Tf. 
PEDIGREE OF oUR SAVIOUR 
L£xtracted from the Chronicles of Matthew of Westminister. 





Hymeria and her sister Anna 
Ist 2nd | 3rd 
Salome Joachim Cleophas 
Elizabeth married Zacharias 
| Mary who 
John the Baptist. Mary who Mary Mairied Alpheus 
Married Zebedee 
7 JESUS 
| ) i ies 
James John James the less Jude 


Thus Elizabeth was rst cousin of Mary and her Son John 
the Baptist was second cousin, whilst James and John the sons 
of Zebedce, and James the less and Jude, were all first cousins 
and called “ the bret n of our Lord” they were all four His 
disciples, Jude having two other names Joses and Thaddeus, that 
Joachim was the father of Mary has always been suppressed 
ever since her exaltation to the title “Mother of God” (A. D. 420) 
it would interfere and dispel the delusion endeavoured to be 
taught of ber Immaculate Conception such is the perpetual 
artifice and mystery of all things Popish. 


PURGATORY. 


(A DREAM.) 


This doctrine is rejected by the Church of England, is un- 
known in the Greek Church, and only embraced by the Romish 
Church which inventedit, it is nowhere spoken of in the Bible, 
and was never taught by the Apostles, but about the year A. D. 
600, in the Dark ages, Pope Gregory the Great began teaching 
the existence of a Purgatorial Fire for the purification of venial 
sins, but this idea has now expanded into a very dangerous and 
mischievous doctrine. 


“ Purgatory is defined to be a state __ suffering after this 
life, in which those souls are for a time detained, which depart 
this life after their deadly sins have been remitted, as to the 
stain and guilt, and as to the everlasting pain that was due to 
them, but which souls have, on account of those sins, still some 
debt of temporal punishment to pay, as also those souls which 
leave this world guilty only of venial sins. In Purgatory these 
souls are purified and rendered fit to enter into Heaven.” 

The mere perusal of these words is enough to shock one, 
conveying the craft and subtil{ty of the Devil in their elaboration 
—that souls, whose sins are pardoned by God, still need final 
purification by the Church for admission into Heaven! 


In order to find some basis for this false doctrine Romanists 
traverse the new Testameft for words and phrases to prove their 
theory, and, in this way, they claim support on the word 
“ Prison” in our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount (Mat. V. 25-26) 
but the point of our Lords teaching was to enforce the great duty 
of Love and Forgiveness (compare this with the other parable of 
the two debtors in Mat. XVIII. 23 to 34) ‘‘that if men failed to 
forgive others their trespasses, neither would their Heavenly _ 
Father forgive them their trespasses (VI-15) and with regard to : 
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the payment of “the uttermost farthing it was only a figurative 
expression of the hopelessness of release from the prison of Hell, 
where the condemned would go on the Day of Judgment, that 
Hell where the remission of sins was, like the payment of the 
debt, utterly impossible. 


Then in St. Pauls’ argument (1 Cor. III. 11 to 15) itis urged 
that he as a wise master builder, had laid the true foundation of 
Christianity on Jesus Christ, and it behoved all men to be care- 
ful of the doctrines they built thereon, for at the end of time, 
when the world would be destroyed by Fire, all works would 
be tried and seen in their true colors, and he who had built good 
things thereon like silver and gold would be rewarded and his 
work would abide, but all base doctrines would be destroyed, and 
the sinner, though he might be saved from the fire, would yet 
have, like all mankind, to stand before the Judgment seat of 
Christ to be judged for his deeds done in the body. 


Thirdly, the inference drawn from Christ’s denunciation 
against blasphemy of the Holy ghost, as being a sin unpardonable 


“in this world and in the world to come” (Mat XII-32) shewed 
in an emphatic manner its heinous character, and its unpardon- 


ableness in the sight of men and of God, it did not mean there 
were two states of probation, one now, and another after death 
in Hades, or the Spiritual world,-and no such notion can be 
deduced therefrom. 


To pick up sentences in this wild way and frame doctrines 
which are not defined, is not the way to honor God, or to teach 
men—there is an old and sensible rule “that words which carry 
a metaphorical of, symbolical meaning are not open to dogmatic 
expression”-—and there is nothing in these parts of the Bible 
upon which to hang the notion of Purgatory, or derive there- 
from the existence of a place, or system, where after death men 
could have their souls purified and saved by the action of their 
surviving relatives on payment of money toa Priest, to repeat 
so many perfunctory prayers, indeed the tendency of this belief 
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wonld be very harmful, to lead wicked men to expect mercy 
through other mediators, and not through the merits of Christs 
righteousness as our sole and sufficient passport into Heaven 
which the Bible teaches us—Purgatory therefore, is a thoroughly 
false doctrine, of priestly origin, a base material like stubble 
and certain of ultimate destruction. 


And what are Venial Sins? this is defined with much 
nicety ‘‘as either a slight violation of God’s law, or it 
may be a great violation of the law, but rendered slight, in 
the person who commits it, through his want of sufficient 
knowledge, deliberation or freedom” exactly what St. Peter 
describes ‘as a cunningly devised fable” (2 Peter I. 16) we are 
told by St. John that ‘all unrighteousness is sin” also that 
“there is a sin not unto death” (I John V 16-17) still we are 
taught the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin (1 John 
I-7) whether great or small, heinous or venial, leaving nothing 
for a man to get rid of by his own merits, by undergoing any 
penance or bodily torture for the crimson sin, by appeal to 
Christs blood, becomes as white as wool, leaving no hole or 
corner for the Priest or the Pope to intervene as representing 
the Church on earth, to hint at any imperfection in Christ’s power 
to heal would be rank heresy (Romans-III-24, John VIII-36,——Ps. 
CXXX-7-8, Isaiah XLIM-11), 


Furthermore, when we know on Solomon’s testimony, that 
Souls in Hades are totally ignorant of worldly affairs, and in- 
capable of hearing or speaking, in a region of darkness, silence, 
and repose, where is the sense, or profit, of prayers being offered 
to them, or on their behalf? and how can the spirits of good men 
called saints, or of the Virgin Mary, she beging one of them, 
and which are all now asleep in Hades be capable of action or 
passion, who when alive on the earth, were only mortals like 
ourselves, and never endowed with the power and capacity of 
intercessors, how can they turn God away from His purpose of 
punishing deserving sinners, “though Noah Daniel and Jub 
were in it, as I live saith the Lord God, they should deliver - 
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neither son nor daughter, they should but deliver their own souls 
by their righteousness” (Eze. XIV. 20) how wasteful and foolish 
does it not become to invoke the names of men and women, 
long dead and buried, when we know our blessed Saviour ever 
liveth to make intercession for us, and whom we should always 
call upon in prayer for our rescue from evil, or danger, whenso- 
ever they may suddenly oppress us, and not call on dead saints 
who cannot possibly hear or help us, and pure delusion of the 
Devil to imagine they can, it is just like the heathens of old in- 
voking their Gods, or Heroes, for their deliverance from evil. 


It should be here pointed out, and carefully borne in mind 
that in the creed of Pins IV article 7 he speaks “of the saints 
reigning together with Christ” and “praying for us” that such 
an idea rests on a popular fallacy of all good men who die be- 
coming at once angels in Heaven because Christ has gone to 
heaven to prepare a place for His people, as their advocate with 
God (John XIV 2-3 also 1 John II-1) and, till the consummation 
of all things, this will be his work of love, and after he has made 
up the number of his elect He will come again with His holy 
angels in power and great glory, as King of kings and Lord of 
lords, to judge both the quick and the dead, and then the saints 
will rise and reign together with Christ (Mark VIH-38. Luke IX, 
26) (Rev. XX 6) and not before, for they are all now asleep in 
Jesus (I Thess IV 14) this is the truth the Bible teaches in very 
plain language. 


Moreover the early christian fathers reprobated the invo- 
cation of Saints, now become so common, for Clement in the year 
A.D. 200 wrote ‘Since there is only one good God both we our- 
selves and the angels should supplicate from Him alone. Origen 
A. D. 230 says.” *To those who place their confidence in the 
Saints we would say cursed is the man who trusteth in man.” 


The Council of Laodicea A. D. 360 settled this canon of 
Scripfure ‘that Christians ought not to forsake the church of 
God, and depart and invoke angels, and hold meetings which are 

-forbidden, if any be found giving himself to this hidden idolatry, 
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let him be anathema, because he has left our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, and betaken himself to idolatry (Canon XXXV) 
and many other passages can be quoted in proof of the early 


discouragement of this evil practice by the Holy Fathers of the 
Church. ° 


Consequently Purgatory, in any form however ancient, or ° 
vague, becomes an unnecessary article of belief, because we 
know not when, or how, God accepts and pardons a sinner in 
this life, it is certain He does not take a sinner away before his 
time, to perfect him in Hades, or give him a better chance there 
to reform, for we are plainly taught that departed spirits are 
utterly unconscious of the affairs of the world and consequently 
cannot think, repent, or do, or suffer any thing without there 
bodies, for as the body, without the spirit, is dead, so the spirit 


without the body, though alive, is asleep and equally helpless 
(see next discourse.) 7 


Therefore the XXII article of the Church of England rightly 
denounces Roman Purgatory, as well as the worship of Images, 
and Relics, and the invocation of Saints, “ to be a fond thing 
vainly invented and grounded upon no warrantry of Scripture but 
rather repugnant to the word of God it was a Dream évolved 
from the brains of Priests in the Dark Ages, who, being ignorant 
of the Bible sought to establish a Penitentiary under their own 
control and called it Purgatory, a place where sins are supposed 
to become purged on a money payment, by the dictum, or 
great voice of the Church ; but whether right or wrong, the saying 
of masses for the repose of the Soul, in Hades, is such a pleasant 
and soothing delusion, and working as it does on the feeling and 
consciences of men, it yields a large reverfue to the Church, 
evidently its chief aim and advantage—besides all wicked men 
are eager for an easy escape from their sins, hence its popularity. 


Intimately connected with Purgatory is the still worse idea 


of Indulgences, which, were made applicable to Purgatory by a 
Bull of Pope Clement in 1672, - 
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“It is imagined that the merits of our Lord mingled with those 
of Saints and Martyrs form a celestial reservoir upon which the 
Pope as the Vicar of Christ can continually draw for the remission 
of temporal punishments which remained due to sin after the 
guilt of it had been forgiven, or in other words for the remission 
of canonical penances inflicted by the church.” 


¢ These Indulgences are now used for the freedom of the soul 
from the torments of Hell fire—a leap from this world into the 
next upon an imaginary and unwarranted hypothesis—and when 
Tetzel openly sold Papal Indulgences in Germany, to raise money 
for the crusades and other objects, the honest spirit of Luther 
was aroused and a great out burst of feeling took place at that 
period against the iniquities of the Popes and Priests of Rome, 
which led eventually to the desired reformation of the Church. 


There were Priests in those days who were ignorant and 
wicked enough to maintain, “that our good works are properly 
meritorious and the very cause of salvation, so far that God would 
be unjust if He rendered not heaven for the same” and when 
men in the Church could use such arrogant sentiments, it was but 
natural to expect the downfall of the Church by the loss of its 
power and temporal Property, for though the erroneous doctrine 
of Merits may be very necessary and expedient for the Pope for 
the dispensation of his quasi indulgences, Holy Scripture con- 
demns it as a poisonous heresy (Isaiah LXIV-6, John XV.5 Rom. 
Il, 10-12 Luke XVII-1o.  Ephes II-8-9 Jer. X 23. 


St. Paul, writing to the Colossians for their encouragement 
under trial, thus speaks of his own persecutions (Revised Version 
I-24) “ now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake and fill up 
on my part, that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ, in 
my flesh, for his body’s sake, which is the Church,” or, in other 
words, as if he had said, my sufferings are endured for the joy 
of the faith and patience I am enabled to show you, by exhibiting 
in my flesh the afflictions which befell Christ (I Peter IV-13) 
and which, have remained for me to endure for the strengthening 
and building up of the Church.” 
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These words in an ignorant age, by ignorant men, were 
distorted into the belief that even the afflictions of Christ, as 
endured by Paul, had something “ lacking ” about them, s0 
good menas well as bad had all of them some debt of temporal 
punishment to pay for their full release and entry into Heaven, 
by undergoing penances and tortures devised by the Church so 
that the Church, and not Christ, is the final arbiter inthe salvation 
of men ! & 


Pope Gregory, who was a learned Doctor, in dealing with 
this peculiar doctrine, cautiously began by only allowing small or 
venial sins could be so expiated in this life, thereby keeping the 
matter within the reach of his power and ken, it remained for 
Pope Clement on the further development of this error to extend 
his Indulgences into the future world, and give expression te 
the present extravagant idea and which took the form of a money 
payment to priests for the favor of their prayers and the 
enrichment of themselves. 


All the faults to be found in the Roman ritual took their 
rise in the Dark Ages when the Church groaned under the 
tyranny of Pagan Rulers, many were copied from pagan cere- 
monies by the craft of the Priests to gain adherents, and former 
simple and plausible practices became exaggerated, in running 
the gauntlet of that barbarous period and were besmeared with 
such vicious colors that they stand like a blot on the common 
sense of Christendom. 


Reformation §0 essential to man and pleasing to. God, 
would be the ruinous downfall of the Church of Rome, such’ is 
its perilous position now in the world as the teacher of true or 
pure Christianity and it stands in as much need of amendment 
as the first 7 Churches of Asia Minor, who, before the close of 
the first century of their existence, had contracted various errors. 


The nature of men, as well as of Churches composed of men, 
is ever prone to fall, and when Popes arrogated to themselves 
supreme authority, the growth of error, by the abuse of power, 


39 


was the natural result of such folly, as evidenced by the issue 
of such mischievous dogmas as the “ Immaculate Conception ” 
and “ Papal Infallibitity’ which, had acumenical councils their 
full and independent sway as of yore, would never have been 
announced—of the same monstrous stamp is this Roman doctrine 
of Purgatory, based equally on human craft and imagination, and 
which could only have gained credence in ignorant times. 


The idea of the Roman Church obtaining admittance into 
Heaven for sinners, and effecting their pardon and release from 
Hell fire, upon a money payment, is only parallelled by the 
wickedness of Simon Majus, and fully deserving of the rebuke he 
got from Peter “ thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought the Gift of God (which is Eternal Life, Romans VI-28) 
may be purchased with money (Acts VIII-20 ) 








Note.-—Regarding the fate ot those who die impenitent, we have no knowledge 
. ofthe ulterior purposes of Almighty God, beyofnd the fact, that after Judgment 
they will be cast into Hell, where their worm dieth not and the fire is nut quenched 
(Mark IX-44,) nor is it known what will be the fate of those millions of human 
beings who have lived and died without hearing or knowing of a Saviour, or of 
having had the offer of Salvtion made to them, 


If for all such there should be a still future redemption as Canon Farrar 
believes and advocates, who can oppose the thought, or dare limit the goodness of 
God “these are the secret things as Moses says, which belong to the Lord our God 
and are not revealed” still we feel that the condemned might in that ease possess 
the power and the ability to repent, because their souls and bodies being present 
and united, they could exercise knowlege and sorrow for the past and in a genuine 
porgatorial sense, gain Salvation aftera certain epoch of snffering—as for the 
other doctrine of annihilatiou, it is an impious impossibility for the Life which 
originaly came from God, like Him, can never cease. 


or 
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THE INTERMEDIATE STATE, 


(As found in the Bible) 
Sa = Zeal : 
What is Hades, or “ the grave ” of Scripture? a question 
seldom asked, yet of vast importance, and though dimly revealed 
it is yet a state, where the soul of every man must remain for a 
considerable period on departure from this world till the end of - 


time, a place of transition, a halting ground between this world 
and the next. 


And though men are so careless of the solemn affairs of 
Eternity and God, and are involved in the business and cares of 
life, yet with all their apparent inattention to the future, the 
results of that coming period will force themselves upon their 
minds at one time or another and make them think. Sotemon 
tells us, when speaking of the souls in Hades, that “ the dead 
know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward, 
for the memory of them ig forgotten, also their love and their 
hatred and their envy is now perished, neither have they any 
more a portion for ever, in any thing that is done under the sun 
(Eceles 1X-5-10.) 


David sorrowfully exclaims “ for in death there is no remem- 
brance of thee, in the grave who shall give thee thanks (Ps. VI- 
5 and Ps. XXX. 9.) 


Hezekiah repeats the same lamentation, “ the grave cannot 
praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee (Isaiah XXXVIII-18.) 


All this is perfectly true, and the Bible teaches us, that 
Hades is the abode of silence, darkness, and repose, where the 
soul of every human being, good or evil, is alive—it is the vast 
limitless Sphere in which the spirits of all men abide after death, 
where neither conscious sorrow, nor conscious joy, is experienced 
to disturb the rest and solemnity that reigns, nor, on the other 
hand, is it in a condition of complete insensibility. 


Our Lord to convey to our limited ideas the state of departed 
spirits described them as asleep, (Mat IX-24) (John Xbx11-14)7 
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and his observation ‘I must work: the works of Him that hath 
sent me while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can 
work ” (John IX, 4) implied the same truth, that at night (death) 
we sleep and are helpless any longer to work out ourown 
salvation or that of others. 

At death, Time is not existent, because Eternity has begun, 
that vast and wondrous period, to which nothing can be added, 
and from which nothing can be withdrawn, to increase or lessen 
its duration, so that from the moment a man dies to his rising 
again at the General Resurrection, though thousapds of years 
may have intervened, no difference is felt by him, it is but like 
to-day and to-morrow ! 

And so, in the solemn burial service of our Church, we 
commit our loved ones to the grave “ in sure and certain hope 
of the resurrection to eternal life,” whenever that in the 
wisdom and will of God may be, and in speaking of those who | 
are dead as having gone to heaven or to hell, we allude to their 
ulterior destination. 

This then is “the grave”, or ‘“‘the pit” of Scripture, called 
Hell in the creed, in Hebrew “Sheol” the place which our 
Lord by His spirit visited whilst His body lay in Joseph’s cave 
in Jerusalem. 

In scriptural proof of what has been said, we find Job, in his 
expostulation with God, wished to be let alone that he might 
take comfort a little before he went whence ‘he: should not 
return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death, 
a land of darkness as darkness itself, and of the shadow of-death 
withont any order, and where the light is a darkness (X, 20-22.) 

Hannah exulting in her praise to God says He will keep the 
feet of His Saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness 
(Hades) (Sam. II, 9.) 

Samuel, having been permitted by God to appear at the 
evocation of the witch of Endor in order to reprove Saul, enquired 
of Saul “ why hast thou disquicted me to bring me up” and to 
prove both the spirits of the good and evil are commingled in 
Hades, he concluded his censure by warnimg Saul of his death, 


{‘to-motrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me.” 
6 
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In the Parable of the tares and wheat, the counsel of the® 
householder was: “to let both grow together until the harvest,”’ 
by which was meant the end of the wérld (Mat. XIII, 30-39):and- 
as in life, so in Hades, the rich and the poor will be together, 
(Job, IIL,19) and the time of their separation will ‘only be after: 
the general resurrection of. the dead. 


Further, to prove the rest and quietude of the grave, wé find 
Job wishing he had never been born, for says he, “ now should 
I have lain:still and been quiet, I should have slept, then had 
1 been ‘at rest with kings and counsellors of the earth, there the 
wicked cease from troubling and there the weary are at rest” (EI, 
13) and to shew the souls of all men are alive, our Lord taught 
the Sadduces that God, in electing to call himself “the God of 
Ajbraham of Isaac, and of Jacob,” was the God of the Living and 
not of the Dead (Luke XX, 38) and in comforting the’ ioariers of 
Lazarus, He assured them “he that believeth on me though he. 
were dead yet shalt he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth’ 
on me shall never die ” (John XI, 25.) 


Having thus established our arguments on the words of thé 
Bible, we find in summing up, that in the intermediate state, 
after our bodies have gone to corruption, our souls are still alive, 
in silence, and repose, mixed in one general assembly, without 
distinction or order, and where they are no longer conscious of, 
or troubled with, the joys or cares of the world they have left, 
and are.all asleep, and awaiting the call of God, and when the 
trumpet shall sound on the day.of Resurrection God will élothe 
the spirits of all men with bodies suited for their future 
existence (I Cor. XV, 35-38-44) and after memory'shall have 
revived, on the junction ‘of the souls with their bodies, God 
will summon all to judgment, to answer for all deeds done 
in the body upon earth whether good or bad, “ for we shall 
all stand before the Judgment seat of Christ”, (Rom. XIV, 16} 
and then will follow the final separation of: the good “and 
the evil, to enter either the joys of Heaven or the miseries 
of Hell, but such # the vast and wonderful long suffering _ 
and love of God towards man, and His reluctance to destroy 
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the world, that the spirits of those asleep in Jesus are metaphori- 
cally described as wearied with the delay, and crying out im- 
patiently for their release (Rev. VI, 10.) © 


- And what a solemn moment that will be ? who can dwell in 
thought upon the scene without emotion?— Joy, or Anguish; 
does not the contemplation of that hour of Judgment send a 
thrill of earnest desire for safety, to be cheered by the voice 
of Jesus ‘ Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world,”-—All things, 
all the strange mysterious events of our lives, and the inscru- 
table dealings of Providence, will be seen and valued in their 
true light, whilst all excuses and subterfuges will find no utter- 
ance, and only add their horrors to the distracted mind when 
solemn realities are then encountered ? Seek, oh seek earnestly 
to escape the appalling curse of Christ’s denunciation, it is never 
too late to amend, and no cause for despair, let the love of Christ 
constrain you by its freeness, its fulness, to seek His face relying 
wholly on His atonement for the mercy of God, hear His most 
gracious words beseeching you to come to Him even at the last 
hour, {pr He will in no wise refuse you, for says He “ Learn of 
me for | am meck and lowly in heart and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls, ‘make you a new heart and a new spirit for why 
will ye die, O House of Isrcel, for Ihave no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth saith the Lord God, therefore turn ye 
yourselves and live” (Eze. XVIII, 31.) 


“The Holy Scriptures are full of rich offers of mercy for the 
truly penitent, conveyed in the most endearing terms (Isa. XLIV, 
21-22, LIV 7-8, XL 29, XLI 10-17) and not to be despised: with 
impunity for, after death, in Hades there is no relief, or redemp- 
tion, in the place where the tree falleth to the north, or to the 
south (towards Heaven. or Hell) there it shall be” (Ecdes. X1-3) 
for as before said, the spirit of man apart from the body is 
asleep awaiting its call to resurrection, therefore now is the 
appofhted time, now is the day of grace artd salvation, now is 

-your opportunity and your period of probation, and whilst the 
heart yearns for life see that your delay and procrastination 
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causes not the door of Hope to be closed for ever, think not 
of a.death bed repentance, you have no claim for such favor, 
and it may never come, certainly not, for the wilful procrasti- 
nator, God will judge you fairly by your motives and actions 
whilst you were free to act before the fear of death fell upon 
you, therefore cease to trifle and delay in the dread contempla- 
tion of the realities of Judgment Day, for saith the Lord 
your Redeemer “ Turn ye at my reproof behold I will pour 
out my spirit unto you I will make known my words unto 
you” (Proverbs I-23,) see what gracious encouragement is here 
given to repent—afterwards, the case will be very different, God 
will then say “ Because I have called, and ye refused, I have 
stretched out my hand and no man regarded, but he have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof, I also. 
will laugh at your calamity and will mock when your feaf'com- 
eth, when your fear cometh as desolation and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind when distress and anguish cometh upon 
you, then shall they call upon me but I will not answer, they 
shall seek me early but they shall not find me, for that they 
hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord, they 
would none of my counsel and despised all my reproof, therefore 
shall they eat of the fruit of their own ways and be filled with, 
their own devices.” What can depict, in more fearful language, 
the hot anger of God against wilful and rebellious men who des- 
pise, and mock, and perish. 

But there is another aspect of the case which this solemn 
consideration of the intermediate state brings vividly forward. 

What becomes of the Romish Doctrine of Purgatory and of 
praying to Saints, who are supposed to be somewhere reigning 
with Christ before their time ? and what of the powerful inter- 
cession of Virgin Mary, of the value of her alleged immaculacy ? 
How can these delusive theories, for they are only such, be re« 
conciled with the actual condition of the Spirits in Hades, where 
though alive, they can neither hear, nor see, nor know anything 
at all. How can they in their forlorn state, not gifted with omaipre- 
sence nor omniscience, be capable of interceding for men or of _ 
plcading the prayers of unknown myriads from unknow?r places 
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of the Earth—of what value can be the paltry payment of money 
to Priests for masses on behalf of spirits reposing in distant, 
dark, and dismal Hades ? does it not convince the understand- 
ing that the invocation of the dead, asking their help or praying 
for their repose or release is beyond our reach and of no avail, 
and to imagine otherwise is utter folly, and do not all these 
wrong ideas expose the erroneous teaching of the Church of 
Rome, with its arrogant pretensions, and its various dogmas, do 
not all crumble away under the scrutiny of Holy Scripture view- 
ed in the light of its true teaching, as aforesaid, on the interme- 
diate state, that no expiation for sin is possible, in Hades, by 
Spirits without their bodies, where they can neither think nor 
suffer—Do not all these ignorant doctrines expose the delusion 
and nonsense in which they have been enveloped, and appear 
improbable, impracticable, false and sinful? in vain have the 
priests and popes of Rome been worshipping God, whilst 
teaching for doctrines the commandments and imaginations of 
men, not omitting in this category the 12 new commandments 
invented by Pius IV, so greatly opposed to Holy Scripture. 


And what claim has the Church of Rome, after the above 
exposi fon of its tenets, to the profession of Gospel Truth, or 
purity of belief ? Is not Romanism truly but another name for 
Pagan superstition Christianized ? Can not Paganism be traced 
hidden under the folds of its garments and under the voice of its 
words ? Can anything be said in honor of a Church that fears to 
amend and reform ? that affects to teach the truth, but does not 
herself follow it ? 





Note. Prayiug for the dead is discountenanced by Protestants as useless and 
unavailing but this does not preclude the natural wish or prayer upon the death of 
dear relatives and friends that they may have gone to Heaven and God May save 
them on the day of reckoning when He maketh up His Jewels (Mal. ILI-17) or aa 
our Prayer book says “we also bless thy holy name for all thy servants depart. 
ed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow their 
good examples that with them we may be partakers of thy Heavenly Kingdom’? 
this mede of supplication is very different from the Roman idea of hastening their 
releasedrom hell and admission into Heaven by the powor of their purse and pra- 
yers, for ‘the Priest with his fees in his pocket, the Virgin and an army of Sainta 

warg believed to represent to the Roman mind an irresiatéble phalanx of advocacy- 
Christ, alas being nowhere! 


THE TRUE FOUNDATION, 
FoP- 


St. Paul, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians (IH, ro-q1)- 
mentions that “he had laid, according to the Grace of God 
given unto him asa wise master builder, the Foundation” that 
no other foundation could be laid than that which is laid; which 
is Jesus Christ. 


This truth is confirmed by Revelation made to St. John that 
* the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy” from Genesis 
to Malachi (XIX-10) Adam had brought death into the world, 
but salvation came by Jesus Christ and when Simon boldly con- 
fessed “ thou art the Christ, the son of the living God,” he was 
told in reply “ that thou art Peter” and upon this. Rock will I 
build my Church”, Simon was henceforth called Péter, and was 
likened to a Rock, or stone, for his bold and truthful annuncia- 
tion of the Divinity “of hig Master which others were afraid to 
admit, for which he was further told that no human being but 
God Himself had revealed that great truth to him. 


The Foundation of His Church was Christ Himsell as em-. 
bodying truth and divinity, which Simon by his acknowledg~ 
ment had betokened, when he said thou art the Christ, “ the 
anointed one,” and in proof of this opinion we find Peter re- 
monstrating with the unbelieving and persecuting Sanhedrim,. 
“this is the stone which was set at nought by you builders 
which is become the head of the corner,” that is, the foundation 
stoné (he here adopted the same metaphor of the stone and went 
on to affirm, * for there is none other name under Heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved” —Peter distinctly alluded 
to Christ as the true foundation, the rock, on which His Church 
is built, and the early Fathers so interpreted these words, till itt 
course of time as Rome grew into the Imperial City and expand- 
ed its power, the Church there presumed to be the Head Church 
because founded as Peter who was a Rock ! and thereupon it 
began a series of fraydulent and crafty manceuvres, for Christ had-. 
also said to Simon P&ter. “ And I will give thee the Keys. of 
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* thekingdom of Heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on Earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on: 
Earth shall be loosed in heaven”—this was certainly a great com- 

‘mission bestowed on Peter but the Church of Rome required this’ 
proud language for its ascendancy, to flourish in the face of 
Christendom for the subjugation of other Churches to its tule, 

‘so Peter was brought to Rome and declared to have been its 
Bishop for 25 years! and from him it claims universal rule, and 
its descent, without a scrap or tittle of proof whatsoever, the first 
Church was of course Jerusalem where the disciples were bid- 
dened to stay till they should be endued with Power. from on: 
High which was done by the miraculous descent of the Holy 
Ghost in tongues of fire, and the rapid and signal growth of 
Christianity which followed, hastened the first Jewish persecu- 
tion (A.D. 37) when Stephen was stoned, which caused the dis- 
persion of the disciples and the spread of the Gospel. The next 
Church we read of was at Antioch where the converts were first 
called Christians, and afterwards when Paul was taken as a 
Prisoner to Rome (A.D, 59)he found a small Church there, to 
whom he more fully taught the doctrines of Christ, and after his 
release $e travelled into Greece and ordained Timothy Bishop 
of Ephesus, and Titus Bishop of Crete and visited Macedonia 
where he wrote his letter to Titus, and then it is supposed he 
travelled into Spain, and on his return to Rome he was brought 
a second time before Nero and suffered martyrdom by being’ 
beheaded in his old age (A.D. 68.) 

St. Peter is understood to have also suffered before Nero at 
this period by being crucified head downwards at his own request, 
if ever Peter dicd at Rome it was asa Martyr for his faith he 
had been brought before the Emperor, | 
before Domitian in A. D. 96. 

There is no proof that Peter was Paul’s fellow labourer, for 
the latter never mentions Peter's name in any of the numer. 
ous epistles written from Rome to the Galations, Ephesians, 
Phillipians, or Colossians nor in his and Epistle to Timothy, nor 


in his letter to Philemon nor again in his Epistle to the Romans 
Written (o them from Corinth . 


ike John was also brought 
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Consequently the tradition of Peter having been a Bishop 
of Rome is a downright fable, and the greatest fraud ever 
practised from crafty motives, by an Ecclesiastical body, upon 
the honor and conscience of the world—there were two epistles - 
written by Peter who was sent into Samaria (Acts VIIl-14} and 
he wrote them from Seleucia, then probably called Babylon, or 
as others suppose from aplace in Egypt of that name, it was « 
addressed to the Jews of the Dispersion and in the 13th verse of 
Chapter V, he sends the salutation to these Jews, of the Church 
at Babylon, adding the words “elected together with you,” that 
is you, of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (men- 
tioned in his opening address) where other communities bor- 
dering upon Babylon had been established, and amongst whom 
he had labored, thereby plainly indicating Rome was never in- 
tended—indeed had Peter lived and labored at Rome, the 4rtipe- 
tial City several thousand miles away across the'sea, he would 
never have addressed “strangers scattered abroad in obscure: 
and distant Churches in Asia Minor—Rome is allegorically called 
Babylon by St. John, who after his escape from death by order 
of Domition A.D. 96 was banished to the Isle of Patmos, many 
years after Peter had suffered under Nero, so that Peter, who had 
never seen or read, the Book of Revelation, written by John 
at Patmos and in which John predicts the fall of Rome under 
the designation of Babylon, could not have meant Rome, in fact 
to connect the Babylon of Peter with Rome, would be an error 
on the part of Romanists as adding to their own confusion, 


The work of the apostles was to preach the Gospel where- 
ever the spirit of God led them, to commit to writing the truth 
and doctrines of the Christian religion as they were taupht by 
the Holy Ghost, to plant Churches and to ordain Bishops and 
deacons for their control, but chiefly to testify to the fact of 
Christ’s death and resurrection of which they had been eye wit- 
nesses, therefore for the office of apostle there could be 


no successor, 


St. Peter calls himself an elder, or teacher, and so does St. 
John, they were never Bishops themselves of local Churches, ana 
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St. James was elected President of the Council at Jerusalem 


and was not its Bishop, and is never mentioned as such in the 
Bible. 


-Peter, humbled by the recollection of his denial of Christ, 
never took upon himself any authority over the other desciples, 
it had been expressly forbidden (Luke XXII 24 - 26) and in his 
Epistle to his bretheen he exhorted other elders, like himself, to 
feed the flock of Christ not to become lords over God’s heritage 
but to be ensamples to the flock—thus he personally deprecated 
the spirit of pride and arrogance assumed in his name by Papal 
Rome, and it was to comfort and encourage the sadly humi- 
liated Peter that our Lord thrice pleaded with him, for love to 
himself, to shew it by feeding His sheep and His lambs—there 
was nothing proud or infallible about Peter except in the matter 
of his Jewish prejudice against Gentiles, which was overcome by 
a special vision vouchsafed to him, and on another occasion for 
fear of the Jews he was betrayed into an act of dissimulation 
which St. Paul had rebuked in him and others—with regard how- 
ever to the possession of “ the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven,” 
the only explanation to be found is, that Peter was the first to 
speak of Christ’s Kingdom to the Jews on the day of Pentecost 
when many were converted, and he was also the first to. open the 
truth of the Gospel to the Gentiles in converting Cornelins and 
his household, the power to bind and to loose was common to 
all the disciples as stated in Mat. XVIH-18. 


It was incumbent on the integrity of the Church of Rome 
when it proceeded to rule in Peter’s name, to prove their right 
to do so, but there is no proof, all is conjecture, supposition, 
and doubt, and the silence upon it affords no ground for the idea 
“because it was so well known it was never spoken about,” 
but this subtle argument breaks down when dealing with a 
Bishopric and then we have the trustworthy authority of St. 
Paul to shew Peter, as wellas James and John, were all 3 divi- 
nely commissioned to preach the Gospei to the Jews of the 
circumcision (Gal. II - 7 to 9) and we find it was only to their 
“own bretheen Peter, James, and John had addressed their Epistles, 
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-thus proving, in a satisfactory manner, Peter had never set.his 
foot in Rome, except perhaps to suffer death for his master whom 
he had wronged, but so greatly loved, for consider the fact that 
Paul should have written 6 different Epistles from Rome without 
mention of Peter and in his epistle to the Romans 28 greetings 
were sent to his friends and converts but none to Peter! 


It was sometime afterwards (A. D. 139}¢ that Hyginus first 
called himself Pope, which necessitated the use of Peter’s autho- 
rity and commission for the subjugation of the Provincial Chur- 
ches and this in fact was the whole secret of the crafty adoption 
of Peter instead of Paul, James, or John or any other Apostle. 


Further more, if this act of supremacy had been after God’s 
will for the honest welfare and furtherance of the Gospel, it is 
quite certain if Peter had ever labored at Rome, ample. amdposi 
tive evidence of his life, work, and death would have been forth- 
coming for the edification of the Church, and. when we perceive 
such is not the case, we caa know assuredly that Godin His 
wisdom and omniscience foresaw the great evil of sucha course 
and had never directed Peter’s steps to Rome as Paul’s had been, 
(Acts XXHI --11) but Paul and Apollos as two learned and gifted 
men were first selected for contending. with the sophistries and 
fallacies of Greece and Rome. 

Again, ifthe Church of Rome had acted rightly as the 
Church of Christ, it would have evidenced its behaviour under 
all its trials and sufferings after Christs spirit and character 
and like Paul would have known nothing among men but Christ 
and Him crucified, but instead of this ‘‘history records how 
Popes sought worldy renown and power, and interfered, in, the 
affairs of Kings and Princes inciting them to war and civil 
commotion for their own worldly advantages and _ even to this 
day the Church bitterly laments the loss of its estates and its 
revenue, in fact there is no thought of anything but worldly 
power and gain, it will never reform, nor repent, nor admits. its 
errors. 

The following list is given of the Idolatrous tendency of its 
teachine. that great sin of the Jews which led to thee captivity 
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to break them of it, as they had sinned against light and know- 
ledge not given to other nations. 

1. The adoption of creature worship and the invocations 

of Saints. 
The Idolatrous worship of Images and Relics. 

3. The erroneous doctrine of Indulgences. 

4. The unscriptural doctrine of Purgatory. 

§. Simotty in offering Prayers for the dead. 

6, The denial of the cup tothe Laity, together with the 

idplatrons belief in Transubstantiation. 

7- The use of divine service in a dead tongue. 

8. The discouragement of Biblical study. 

9. The heresy of worshipping the Virgin Mary as a media- 

trix, and ‘‘ the Queen of Hgaven.” 

10, The invention in 1854fof the impossible dogma of the 

Immaculate conception. 

11. The unnatural institution of the Celibacy of the Priest- 

hood. 

12. The iniquitous and crafty system of thé Coffessional. 

13. Scandalous dispensations in illegal and incestuous 

marriages, 

14. The arrogant assumption of Papal Infallibility. 

Every one of these being opposed to Holy Writ—the Gospel, 
according to the Church of Rome, is such an accommodating form 
of worship so devised to please the senses, also to appease the 
consciences of wordly minded persons, that it has earned the 
name of being ‘ the fashionable Religion ” but God who isa 
spirit requires truth in the inward parts, and all who worship Hit 
to do it in spirit andin truth for “ His name is Jealousy” and 
He will not give His glory to another nor His praise to graven 
Images ” therefore let every one take heed how he buildeth on the 
trué foundation, and be careful to exclude forbidden doctrines 
and ‘iftnovations from the worship and service of such a Jealous 
‘and Holy God. 
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Note The following is taken from Dr. Green’s observations on the Episile 
of Paul to the Romans, . : 


“ The existence of a charch at Rome ats very eatly period of the Chriatian 
era may be inferred not only from the propabilities of the case but from express 
testimony of scripture, “ Strangers of Rome”? were present at Jerasalem on the 
day of Pentecost who heard the proclamation of the Gospel. from St, Peter, atid 
Paul declares that Andronicus and Junia, residenta of Rome were in Ohriat before 
himself (XVI-7) no Apostle was directly connected with the earliest daye'of the: 
Roman Charch—the tradition of St. Peter having labored fot 25 years at Rome ia 
easily disproved—but whether be was eventually brought to Rome and slain by 
Nero is an open question and in the absence of evidence to the contrary is general- 
ly believed to have happened, butit is certain when the Church of Rome waa 
first founded Peter was in Jerusalem and he afterwards dwelft at Cossarea retur- 
ning thence to Jerusalem and was subsequently at Antioch he was specially 
Gesignated “an Apostle of the circumcision” and towards the close of his life 
was found at Babylon from which city he wrote his epistles, The tone of 
Pant in his epistle to the Romans is quite irreconcilable with the notion that his 
brother Apostle had occupied or was occupying the same ground, kis stile of 
action wag not to labour on aflother men’s foundation and whéti he expresses hi 
desire to impart to the Romans “ some Sgpritual gift? snch lahguage would have 
been studiously offensive to any other apostle already laboring in the city. 

For this point compare Roman XV—20,I-11 and XVI—in the latter Chapter 
no mention is made of Peter, in answor to this, it is pretended he might have been 
absent at the time on an episcopal visitation, to repute this weak argument, a 
few dates given below may be convenient, A.D. 44 Peter imprigoned at Jeru- 
salem by Herod, A.D. 50 Apostolic Council at Jerusalem, Peter at Antioch, 
A.D. 58 Paul’s opistle to the Romans, A. D, 65 First epistle of Peter from 
Babylon, A.D. 68 Martyrdom of Paul (and Poter ?) at Rome, there is no place 
for the traditional 25 years of Peter's episcopacy at Rome. 








The earliest promulgator of this tradition was Ensebius Bishop of Ceosarea 
A. D. 825 who says that St. Peter proceeded to Rome inthe 2nd year of the 
Emperor Clandins where he remained as Bishop for 25 years, Jerome following 
him mentions this at the end of the 4th century, 


Now ss Hetod Agrippa is known to have died on the fourth year of Clanding 
and as Peter wae imprisoned’ st Jerusalem in the year of Herod’s death—~thie 
tradition is clearly false (Acts XII~3 and 23) Vide Page 113 Vol. IV “ Bible 
Educator.” 


EXPLANATORY. 
aa = ae 

In a learned and valuable book written by Revd. A. Hislop 
entitled ‘The two Babylons”, or Papal worship proved to be 
the worship of Nimrod and his wife”, there is much information 
and light thrown upon the topics of which I have been treating, 
and I here take the liberty to Condense certain parts of it, which 
explain with wonderful lucidity the source and foundation of the 
idolatrous rites @ the Church of Rome, as to how she has become, 
what we all perceive an Apostate Church—the work itself should 
be widely read for its valuable information. There is no doubt 
the real source from whence the Church borrowed her ceremonies, 
as well as other ideas and modes of worship, has been from the 
Babylonish system of Idolatry, which, with local’ variations, 
was copied by Egypt and Greece and throtgh them had filtered 
down into Rome. 


“ Bor it can nowhere be found in the Bible, to counte- 
nance the idea, that the Virgin Mary should be worshipped, or 
that she was the hope of, sinners, or that she was born immacu- 
late, or that she made atonement for sin when standing by the 
Cross, a sword pierced through her own soul, as figuratively 
foretold of her anguish by Simeon in the Temple at Jerusalem, or 
lastly, that.after her death and burial, she would be translated to 
heaven to dwell there in glory, but in the old Babylonish system 
these ideas were embodied”, and Papal Rome had learnt that 
system during the § centuries of her existence under Pagan 
Rule, and had never forgotten it, and its method of interpreting 
and teaching Scripture, her rites and dogmas, have all the crook- 
ed twist of idolatry about them, which betrays their origin, in 
the Eucharist, there is the idolatry of worshipping the wafer, in 
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, there is the perver- 
sion of worshipping a woman; in the notion about Purgatory, the 
offices of the Church are exhibited as the chief and foremost arbi- 
ters fpr the Salvation of souls, Christian truth is every way, dis- 


torted, and even suppressed, where it would expose the errors 
amd folkes of Popery. 
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“The pure and simple worship of God the Creator, with ° 
Hope of deliverance in the promised seed of the woman, typified 
by bloody sacrifices was the religion Adam taught his sons and 
which Noah‘after the Flood preached to his offspring but which * 
became corrupted and mystified by the sons of Ham who for 
his wicked ways was cursed by Noah.” 


“ Cush the first born of Ham was the father of Nimrod~— 
Cush, in sculptures which have been excavated, is represent- 
ed as a black Ethiopian, and Nimrod is depicted as a Negrol 
He grew famous asa mighty hunter in the destruction of wild 
beasts which had then prevailed over the earth, and was known 
as the Deliverer—he built Babel and other cities and first taught 
men to dwell in fortified places surrounded with brick walls, and 
he and his wife Semiramis, a beautiful but depraved woman, - 
were aiter their death deified and worshipped, he had taught the 
worship of the Sun, and of Fire and was known as the star 
Orion, whilst his wife, under the name of Rhea, was worship- 
ped as the Goddess—Mother along with her son Ninus.” 


“ In Egypt Rhea was known as Isis, the Queen of Heaven, 
with her son Osiris of black complexion and it is supposed from 
Osiris the mystic rites of Free Masonry had their source.’ 


The origin and design of Idolatry, was not to ignore the 
existence of a Supreme Being, but to make the worship of that 
Being less dreadful and pleasanter by their own inventions,man 
in his fallen, unregenerate, state, shrank from His Maker, the 
worship of God was too high and awful, and as men did not like 
to retain God in their knowledge “ they changed the Glory of God 
into the wotship of familiar objects, such as the Sun fire, heroes, 
with other household images, (Teraphim) by which in course of 
time all thought of the Creator was forgotten, the screen or sub- 
stitutes they had brought into action led to grosser developments 
of idolatrous ceremonies and necessitated the call of Abraham to 
preserve the true religion and spiritual worship of God, yet,through 
all of them, the expectation of the world’grescue and salvation by 
the advent of a Deliverer, born of awoman, ever glithmered as 
the predominant idea in the idolatries of all countries, it svas Hie 
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woman who was to give birth to a child who should destroy the 
serpent, the enemy of mankind, and so we find ‘ the Trinity of 
Idolatry consisted of the Father, the Mother and the Child” but 
shortly after the worship of the Father fell much out of vogue by 
the importance assumed by the latter deities, consequently 

“Tn Asia, the Mother and Child were Cybele and Deoius. 

In Greece, Ceres with Pi to in her arms. 

In Rome, Fortuna with Jupiterpuer and even in India we 
find Isa (Parbutti} with Iswara, 

Whilst in Thibet, China, and Japan the Jesuit Missionaries 
were surprised to discover the counterpart of the Madonna 
and Child, for in China ‘ Shing Moo” the Holy Mother is 
represented with a Child in her arms and a glory round her 
head. |” 

“Then in Greece, Bacchus represented Osiris as he, Osiris, 
had been a copy of Nimrod. Bacchus means the son of Cush, and 
though ordinarily suggestive of revelry and drunkenness, yet 
from “‘Bakhah” to weep it means ‘The Lamented one’? because 
Nimrod by tradition, was for his wickedness torn to pieces at 
his death, such being also the fate of Osiris and Bacchus—Tam- 
muz, another name for Nimrod, was lamented by the Assyrians as 
the Son of Cush, this was the idolatry of the Jewish women 
“ Weeping for Tam muz, shewn to Ezekiel (VIII, 14-16)” 

But to revert to Egypt, we notice in their Idolatries that 
“ Osiris, as Dagon, was called Belus,” the Lord, ‘ His Mother 
Isis as Beltis,” “ the Lady.” 

Dagon, the Fish God, was the Merman. She, as Derketo, was 
the Mermaid. 

Osiris, as the World King, wore the Bull’s horns. She 
put the Bull’s head on her own head. 

He, under the name of “ Mithra,” was called “ Mesites,” 
“the Mediator” She, as Aphrodite, or the wrath subduer, was 
called ‘‘ Mylitta.” the Mediatrix. 

He was represented as crushing the serpent under his heels 

“She, as bruising its head in her hands. 
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'. Hé, as Janus, bore a key “ as the opener and shutter of the’ 
gates of the invisible world.” She, as Cybele, was invested with 
a like key and emblem of power. : 

He, as the cleanser from sin, was called “ the Unpolluted 
God.” She too had the power to wash away sin, and, though “the 
Mother of the seed,” was called “the virgin pure and undefiled.” 

He was represented as the Ju@ge of the Dead. She as stand- 
ing by his side at the Judgment seat. 

He, after being slain with the sword and torn to pieces, was 
fabled to have risen again and to have ascended up to Heaven. 
She, too, though the history makes her to have been killed 
by the sword by one of her sons, was said nevertheless to have 
been carried bodily to heaven by her own son, and made PAMBA- 
SILEIA “the QUEEN OF THE UNIVERSE” and finally to cleroh 
the whole matter she was known by the name of Semele which 
in Babylonish signifies “ IMAGE’, 

(see Orphie Hymn No. 43—Hymn to Semele) 

The Idolatry of Babylon anticipated the Messiah, as “ the 
seed of the women,” who had been promised to Adam on his. 
expulsion, as he, who was eventually to overcome the serpent, 
by bruising his head, and thus rescue man from the curse of 
evil, and we have evidence of this belief from the titles, virtues, 
and perfections of their Deities and it is from this fact we obtain 
the key to the corrupt worship of the “ Mother and Child” under 
the present style of the Madonna and Infant, worked into 
Christian recognition, by the Papal Church, from Babylonian 
sources, and further, the enigma is solved which is so puzzling 
to those Protestants, who have not the means of searching and 
tracing things to their sources that though our Saviour was 33 
years old when He suffered, yet only His infancy is so perpeg- 
tually depicted and noticed and not His Manhood apart from His 
Mother, who is pushed forward, like Isis and Cybele her prato- 
types, as “ the Queen of Heaven” to the neglect of the worship 
of the Child, the Saviour, and further, “ to shew the similarity to 
the Babylonish Mother and Child, the Madonna, at Page 88 of 
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sitting upon a tulip flower, being an exact copy of Cupid and of 
Bacchus upon a lotus! even Lakshmi the Indian Goddess, is thus 
depicted ! and then in the “ Sodality of the sacred Heart” the 
heart of Mary is exhibited, as pierced with a sword, in token 
of-her anguish at the Cross onthe death of her Son, when it is 
asserted atrue atonement for sin was made byher! and we 
proceed to find the following’ extravagant exhortation in 
their book of, devotion, ‘Go, then devout client, go to the 
heart of Jesus, but let your way be through the heart of Mary, 
the sword of grief which pierced her soul opens to you a pas- 
sage, enter by the wound which love has made.” 


_ Then in the words of the, Papal Decree of the Immaculate 
conception, we find, “‘ The Madonna, for this purpose, wounded 
by the sword rose from the dead, and, being assumed on 
High, became Queen of Heaven” we have here all the attributes 
and the same events which had been ascribed to Isis in the 
Egyptian Mythology, moreover, none can fail to see, by the 
wording of the Papal Decree, “ the Image of the Beast which 
had the wound by the sword and did live” !—Now this was 
done by a public assembly of Apostate Christendom“ Saying 
unto them that dwell onthe earth that they should make an 
Image to the Beast” (Rev. XIII-14)—and this the Pope did 
in 1854 with the Bishops and Priests assembled at Rome, 
they fulfilled this prophecy when they decreed that Mary was 
born without sin, was equal with God, and the Queen of Heaven, 
and so like Isis, she became “Semele”, the image of the Beast, 
which all devout Papists ignorantly worship. : 


Papal Rome thus stands convicted of Idolatry whenever she 
worships the Madonna with her Child (so clearly borrowed from 
Babylonish and Egyptian Mythology) as the Queen of Heaven— 
this is not the meek and Holy Virgin Mother of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ—but Pambasileia, the Queen of the Uni- 
verse, traced down from the ancient wickedness of those who 
first corrupted the true worship of God in the days of Cush and 
Nimrod. 


8 


58 


There isa meaning and a connection in the allegoricat: 
appellation of Babylon to Rome. Her name will be “ Mystery, 
Babylon the great, the Mother of Harlots, and abominations of 
the earth” for Rome still clings to the ancient idolatry, in pro- 
strations before Images and Relics, in the celibacy of the Priest. 
hood, in the invocation of Gods, or dead men called Saints, and 
in the procession of the Hostthrough the streets of cities, like 
the Idol processions down to the present day in India, 


THE SUMMARY. 


—— 


Of our discussion on the beliefs of the Church of Rome, 
preves on the authority of the Bible, our only infallible standard, 


a, That the holding of the Bishopric of] 
Rome by St. Peter, from whom | ; 
Popes claim descent, and of the + is a falsehood. 
Church being founded on Peter who | 
was a rock J 


3. That the whole system of Purgatory} 
with the power of Popes to grant} 
remissions or indulgences for sins, is a falsehood. 
together with prayers to, and in 
behalf of, the dead in Hades 


3. That the Dogma of the Immaculate} 
conception of the Virgin Mary, be- | 
ing impossible, therefore her as- 
sumption on High after her death is a falsehood. 
and Durial, as ‘ Queen of Heaven,” 
in imitation of Isis in the Egyptian 
fable 


4. That the doctrine of Transubstanti-} 
ation, viz, the offering of Christ ina | 
wafer as areal Victim to God, so 
opposed to Christ’s simple insti- . 
fenot: being an jeans and isa falselood, 
impious ceremony, because God 
cannot be made by the hand of 
man, and be baked, and eaten 


That the Bull declaring the infalli- 
bility of Popes, past, present, and : 
future, being ‘an unnecessary un- is a falsehood. 
natural, and arrogant assumption 


. Therefore, having false ideas and notions on vital doctrines, 
in@uding the great error of relying on human merit for salva- 

_ tion, the Roman Church has gone widely adrift from the true 
“worship of God in simplicity and purity which He loves, but on 
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the contrary having her mouth full of sorceries whereby to 
palliate and beguile, she has betrayed “a falling away ” which 
St. Paul predicted would precede the fuller revelation of Anti- 
christ, (in the person of the Pope) which should take place, on 
the earth before the coming of Christ (2 Thes. Il, z—8) and thete 
can be no doubt some ‘ wicked ” Pope has yet to appear in the 
future, who will perform “ miracles and lying wonders ” to 
complete the deception of his followers, for no lesser authority 
will possess such influence, but whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of His mouth and shall destroy with the bright- 
ness of His coming. 


Moreover, it is impossible for any honest man to read the 
XVII and XVIII chapters of the Book of Revelation and not be 
convinced of the Doom of the Papal Power, for it is quite plain 
the seven hilled city is Rome, the woman, in scarlet and purple, — 
is the Church—the ruling power of that city, the beast, “risen 
from the bottomless pit” upon which she rides, is Satan. And as 
to the blood shed by those who have differed from her, it has 
left its indelible and cruel stain on the pages of the worlds’ 
history. 


Let the mind of all true Christians show its wisdom (verse g) 
by heeding the warning call of the voice from Heaven saying 
“Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 


Whatever excuses of human shrewdness and skill may be 
thrown around the truth of God’s Word to palliate, or justify 
erroneous doctrines, like the spider’s web obscures and disfigures 
the sculptured marble, all will eventually be swept away 
that God’s Truth and Love may abide for ever in its naked 
purity, grandeur, and power. 


Therefore is the above appeal made with all the real 
earnestness of paternal and divine forbearance, as in the cas* of 
Lot, “ Escape for thy life to the mountain lest thou be-con- 
sumed” (Gen, XIX-17). 


CONCLUSION, 


We have here seen how much the Roman Catholic Religion 
is at variance with Holy Scripture in certain doctrines brought 
under our examination, but it must’ not be supposed that the 
category of its sins has been exhausted, far from it, there are 
many matters omitted which are equally baneful and wrong, such 
for instance, as the granting of marriage dispensations upon 
a money payment between prohibited degrees of consanguinity, 
like that of an uncle withhis niece--in the fals@fication of the 
writing of the fathers, where they bear testimongy against papal 
Doctrines and usages—in forgeries of the Decretals and other 
Documents, since exposed, which had been invented to establish 
the universal dominion of the Church of Rome, its sanction to 
falsehood and perjury,—its claim to the revocation of the most 
solemn promises and oaths, if found to be adverse to its own 
interests,—its declamation against private judgment, by which 
its errors and sins are detected, when private judgment is our 
only reasonable mode of understanding,—its cruelty and perse- 
cution towards all who differ from its creed,—its superstitious 
belief in God and Christ in which fear, and not love or trust, is 
the prevailing sentiment, on which account it encourages the 
adoption of human Mediators, like Mary and the Saints, in fact 
of many other perverse notions which can best be summed up 
as the distortion of Christianity ; then we have also seen Low the 
rites and ideas of the Roman Church have been tinged with, and 
fashioned on, Idolatry. How bigotry and ignorance have favored 
their mode of action hitherto, and their love towards God has 
become perverted from the severe trial and struggle the Church 
underwent with Heathendom, during a period of 5 centuries, 
How the Church of Rome has no certainty of truth, faith, or 
morals, from its not closely adhering to the word of God and 
the teaching of early Church History for its guidance in its 
administration of affairs, how any Pope, weak, capricious, or 

-awilful, can on his own responsibility, like Pius IX, introduce a 
nervy article into the Roman Creed, 
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How, finally, God in the 16th Century brought about the 
reformation of His Church in the face of the utmost opposition 
of the Roman See, therefore, considering all these things, before 
a Papist, whether priest or layman, ventures to stigmatise a 
Protestant to be a Heretic, he should first reflect on hisJown 
position as a believer in God. 


Christians are only taught to love and worship God in the 
Trinity in Unity, and to love their neighbours as themselves, 
this constitutes the whole duty of Man and the fulfilling of God's 
Law—the apostles taught this and nothing beyond it, so that 
the worship of adoration, of other Persons, Objects, and Things, 
is not only unifecessary and superfluous but tends to error in 
doctrine, 


Belief ina Triune God is of intrinsic value, a gift from 
Heaven (John III, 27; VI, 44—65 ; Ephes. I!, 8-9 and Heb. XM, 2) 
and not, like the natural arts and sciences of life, open to im- 
provement as time goes on, knowledge is not belief but its hand 
maiden, the Bible by honest examination is capable of enlight-, | 
ening the mind and strengthening faith by revealing its hidden 
gems of truth and loveliness, still the only good and proper way 
of belief in, and worship of, God, is to observe and follow the 
old paths of simplicity and truth (Jer. VI-16) consequently novel- 
ties in worship of other persons and things besides God, under 
the subtle distinctions of “ Latria’’ and “Dulia,” Pagan methods, 
are yery reprehensible and dangerous proceedings . directly 
pointing to apostacy. 


To revolt against belief in dogmas, or ideas, founded on 
Tradition and not traceable from the Holy Bible, is a just and 
praiseworthy act in the sight of God and man, and this is exactly 
the state and position of Protestants who reject such doctrines, it 
is for them to lift the finger of reproach and to lament over the 
incredible follies of Popery, and surely, it ill becomes- those 
inflamed with devout admiration of Virgin Mary and p:oud of 
their descent from St. Peter, which are both in reality false ~ 
notions, to denounce Protestants, with all the rigor of impassioaed 
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eloquence, as fit only for Hell Fire, and the companionship of 
the Devil ; tor however hateful a Protestant,or any one else who 
exposes their faults may appear, he cannot be a heretic"from his 
‘belief in the Trinity. 


A second consideration—that of judging from results—we 
‘find it openly and fairly demonstrated that God’s blessing and 
favour is with Protestantism—for to Protestant Germany has been 
delegated the chief Military power, and to Protestant England 
the chief Naval power, of the World for the protection and main- 
tenance of true religion, peace, and good government, whilst in 
all Roman Catholic countries the more subservient to Rome, 
with her false doctrines and precepts, the more priest ridden: 
and debased they have become—in France and Italy atheists 
abound, men, who from perceiving the doubtful and unsatisfying 
nature of the teaching of their Church, have sought to escape 
from her thraldom by turning Free thinkers. 


And as long as England remains true to her high destiny 
of upholding the Protestant faith, so long will she continue to 
dominate in the Councils of Europe, and hold the envious 
position committed to her, of being the Refuge and Bulwark of 
true Christianity. 


And a third consideration—the progress of Protestantism, 
by the growth and expansion of the English language over all 
parts of the earth, shews the mind of the spirit of God, for over ° 
the whole continent of North America, in the largest and best 
portions of Africa, over Hindustan, Burmah, Ceylon, and through- 
out Australasia, the English language is predominant, 


Papal Rome may count her many millions but the followers 
of Luther will eventually outnumber them, and what does this 
mean bat that true Christianity will go on and Prosper,and prevail 
over tht:.world, and the growth of free institutions, liberty of 


£onscience, and scientific Progress, will follow in the track of 
enlihtencd ideas. 
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It is in vain for Popes to seek for adherents and assert. ° 
their authority by proclaiming their own Infallibility, as Pio 
Nun did in 1870 as a counterblast when his temporal power was 
abolished, no one will believe in a thing which is against human - 
nature and common sense, any more than they will believe jp the 
celibacy of the Priesthood, in the Immaculate conception, or in 
any other human assertion, or pious fraud, such as the sanctity © 
or genuineness of Relics or release from Purgatory. 

To be ‘a good catholic” is to become like a corpse, inca- 
pable of thought, freedom, will, or intelligence, a most despicable 
creature in existence, and when men and women can yield their 
reason, which God has given them as responsible creatures for 
guidance and self preservation, to the dictates of crafty priests 
of a crafty system of Religion and can worship and believe in : 
lies, if a Pope only tells them to do so, what good can there be 
in them for the benefit or welfare of mankind, when they are but 
slaves themselves, and herein lies the pith and moral of the 
discussion of this Book--where Christian Truth is pitted against 
Dogma, rest assured, that Truth will prevail like Light triumphs 
and overcomes Darkness, ‘‘ Magna est veritas et prevale bit.” 


Romanism had its palmy and flourishing days of Pride and 
Power in former times of ignorance and barbarism, and has 
failed and fallen therefrom, failed, because as the professed 
Church of Christ it went too much after the ways of the world 
and fallen, because of its idolatrous tendencies, and Protes- 
tantism has since begun its development and is girdling and 
enlightening the world with a brighter and purer Religion, of 
the Love and Mercy of God the Father and the Son through the 
efficacy of the Spirit, and it only requires a clear road without 
the intrigue and craft of Romanists to pervert its weak and 
unguarded members, and claim salvation by such meritorious 
actions, or to slander its opponents, and it will soon shew, its 
better quality, and though in the latter days wickedness will 
abound and the love of many will wax cold, still God is-able to 
make all grace abound towards all those who seek Fim in a 
right way and in a right spirit, and those who endure to _the 
end shall be saved. 
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- Let us then, finally, remember that God is a Spirit, and all 
worship to be acceptable to Him must be done in spirit and in 
- truth, God respects no man’s person, all being equally His 
creatures, therefore He will enlighten, save, and succour all wha 
come to Him through Christ Jesus His Son—to know and 
: appreciate the great love of God the Father, contemplate Christ 
on the Cross how “ God commendeth His love towards us there, 
in that while we were yet sinners’ Christ died for us” and “ that 
no one can say, with assurance, that Jesus is the Lord but by - 
the Holy Ghost” (1. Cor. XII. 3). 


These three persons, in one Godhead are set before us, for 
our worship and comfort during all our tiials and troubles upon 
earth, and for our salvation and entry into the joys of Heaven 
and only these, Away then with the Pagan Madonna and her 
child, the great heresy of the age, for why should Babylonian 
iniquity any longer contaminate Christianity! 

Away with the wafer, made of paste, to be called a God, an 
idea betokening the madness of men and the power of the Devil! 


Away with the healing waters of Lourdes and La Sallette 
and such frivolous delusions ! 


Away with supplications and prayers to Saints, with the 
adoration of their fictitious bones and mouldering garments ! 


And go, and stand ye, in the Ways and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the way? and walk therein and ye shall find 
rest for your souls (Jer. VI, 16-1 7) Hearken to the sound of the 
trumpet.—the Gospel Trumpet, and follow the lead of the 
apostles, the personal followers and zealous workers for Christ, 
and learn the Truths of the gospel as set forth by them, under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost—they knew nothing about the 
enforced celebacy of the clergy, or of secret confessions to be 
made ta them, of the infailibility of Bishops and Pastors, of 
praying ‘o the Virgin, or for the dead in Hades, but they warned 
all men tbe aware of adding structures of wood and stubble 
upo. -the*ne and true foundation they had laid of belief in Jesus, 
and Jesus“alrne, for our sole and ample passport into Pease... 
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Surely more need not be said to point out te an honest way- 
farer the path of True Religion, or to strengthen the hearts of 
Waverers, or to show to Perverts their false and dangerous step, 
from simple Christianity, into the gorgeous and complex 
mysteries of Babylon, of that woman, who sitteth upon a scarlet 
colored Beast, full of names of Blasphemy, having seven heade.: 
and ten horns—“ for her sins have reached unto heaven and God 
hath remembered her iniquities”—“ therefore with violence shall 
that great city, Babylon, be thrown down and shall be found no 
more at all” for ever, 


POSTCRIPT. 





Having said so much—the retrospect is not pleasing—Dr. 
Littlédale’s argument that ‘ The Church of Rome has no certain- " 
ty of Faith,” isa Truth undenialk—it deals so largely on the 
imagination in its chief doctrines, which it holds, in its strongest 
language, to be so sacred, saving and essential that when they 
are carefully examined they are found to be based on Supposition, 
for instance,“ 


It is supposed, in the Office of the Mass, that the wafer 
becomes transformed into Christ, 


It is seinistedd, that half communion dispenses a whole 
Christ, and is sufficient. 


It is supposed that all Sacraments of themselves confer 
grace independent of faith in the recipient, 


It is supposed that works justify in the sight of God and are 
merétorious and effectual to Salvation. 


It is supposed that Peter founded the Church of Rome and 
was its first Bishop and from him all Popes have descended 
without a break, 


It is supposed that Popes have the power to remit sins by 
their signatures attached to printed Indulgences. 


It is supposed that Purgatory is a place where temporal sins 
are remitted by money payments to Priests by the relatives 
of the deceased. 


At is supposed that good men after death become Saisits and 
medi, ‘ors with Christ. 


I+ s supposed that their bodiless Spirits can hear the prayers 
ofthe =n Earth in all languages, and befriend them. 
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It is supposed that the Virgin ascended up to Hea¥en and 
sits as Mediatrix with God on the right hand of her Son. 


It is supposed that her birth must have been immaculate 
because She was the human mother of Christ 


Tt is supposed that bowing hown to and worshipping Images 
and Pictures is net a breach of the 2nd commandment, 


Tn fact the total of suppositions could be carried through 
their whole system of worship—there is no Truth Yor Scriptural 
authority for their cults, relics, legends or claims—~all is 
supposition, imagination . and delusion—in short the Roman : 
Catholic Religion, as now taught and practised, is a Fraud—or * 
as Dean Alford calls it, “The counterfeit of Christianity.” . 


